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Committee Members    
 
Rick Archdekin Wasaga Beach Fred Nix  Mono 
Tom Elliott  Springwater  Terry Dowdall  Essa 
Ron Henderson Essa   Robert Walker  Clearview   
Barry Ward  Barrie 
 
Committee Members Regrets 
 
Chris Carrier  Collingwood 
 
Staff Members   
 
Glenn Switzer   Director of Engineering & Technical Services 
Ryan Post   Hydrogeologist, Coordinator Source Water Protection 
     
 

1. NVCA Groundwater Management Plan 
 
Ryan gave a power point presentation on the importance of developing a groundwater 
management plan for the NVCA watershed. Groundwater impacts the water supply for the 
majority of watershed residents, water taking for irrigation and it is the source of base flows for 
all NVCA watercourses. It is critical therefore, to understand the groundwater system and 
identify ways and means of protecting the NVCA groundwater resource.  
 
He gave a brief description of the main bedrock and over burden aquifer units. Ryan is 
proposing to develop a Groundwater Management Plan that incorporates the following program 
areas:  

• Groundwater Monitoring Program 
• Integrated information management 
• Public outreach, education, and communications 
• Financial incentives to protect groundwater (stewardship) 
• Groundwater policy development and planning  

 
In the fall of 2008, staff will bring forward a Groundwater Management Plan for review.  The 
NVCA will solicit the support and involvement of watershed municipalities in the development 
and implementation of the Groundwater Management Plan in order to ensure the long-term 
protection and sustainability use of the groundwater resources and it will be incorporated the 
2009 NVCA Business Plan and budget review process to meet the NVCA groundwater target.  



 
Motion:  Moved By:   Tom Elliott 

   Seconded By: Rick Archdekin 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
RECOMMENDED THAT the staff be directed to prepare a NVCA Groundwater Management 
Plan for review and consideration.  
 
AND FURTHER THAT The NVCA Groundwater Management Plan be considered in the 2009 
NVCA Business Plan and budget review process.  
 
 Carried: 
 

2. Engineering and Technical Service Business Plan for 2009- 2011 
 

Glenn reviewed the target dates for the 2009 Business Plan and Budget review process as 
outlined in the agenda.  The purpose of the discussion today was to provide members with an 
opportunity to provide general direction on any changes they would recommend for the 
Engineering and Technical Services program delivery for 2009. Glenn explained that the 
Environmental Monitoring Program is under significant pressures but staff will have to consider 
funding issues related to the Planning program before recommending any changes to the 
program. No other program changes were recommended by the members. 

 
3. Niagara Escarpment Commission, funding of base flow measurements on the 

Niagara Escarpment   
 
The Niagara Escarpment Commission has committed funding of $2,500.00 to the NVCA to 
undertake base flow measurements along the Niagara Escarpment as outlined in the agenda.   
The NVCA will be targeting perennial streams along the north, central, and southern areas of 
the Niagara Escarpment as defined by the NEP Area in the NVCA watershed. A combination of 
major trunk systems and secondary tributaries will be targeted, focusing on the Amabel-Cabot 
Head (Clinton-Cataract) contact. Targeted sites include: 

• Boyne River 
• North branch of the Nottawasaga River 
• Pine River 
• South branch of the Nottawasaga River 
• Mad River 
• A Blue Mountain water course 
• three secondary perennially-flowing tributaries to the above main trunk systems 

 
The base flow measurements will be completed at three sites along each water course to 
delineate groundwater contributions. In addition, base flow measurements are anticipated to be 
completed 3 times per year at each site. The anticipated number of base flow measurements for 
the NVCA is 27 per year, weather dependent. Base flow measurements will be conducted using 
either the Valeport meter or a Gurley meter and targeted for the months of June, July and 
August when base flow conditions persist for two days. In concert with the base flow 
measurements, continuous level loggers and temperature loggers are anticipated to be 
deployed at two locations. 
 



Motion:  Moved By:   Tom Elliott 
   Seconded By: Ron Henderson 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
WHEREAS there is a recognized need for detailed base flow measurements along the Niagara 
Escarpment to develop sound science 
 
AND WHEREAS the Niagara Escarpment Commission has committed funding of $2,500.00 to 
the NVCA to undertake a component of this project 
 
RECOMMENDED THAT the Engineering and Technical Services Advisory Committee support 
the staff request to proceed with the Niagara Escarpment study to define the groundwater 
contributions as part of the 2009 base flow monitoring program 
 

Carried: 
 

4. Innisfil Creek AESI and COWSEP Projects  
 
Ryan outlined the two project proposals that have been submitted to the Adaptation Agricultural 
Council for the Innisfil Creek subwatershed. One project focusing on the surveys completed by 
the local large-scale water users in the Innisfil Creek area through the AESI program and the 
development of an Innisfil Creek Integrated Water Resource Management Strategy through the 
COWSEP project. These two projects will be the first step in the development of an integrated 
water management strategy for the water users in this watershed. 
 
 The NVCA was successful in their application and staff would like the support of the advisory 
committee before accepting the offer letters. The final contracts will be taken to the Executive 
Committee meeting of June 27, 2008 for consideration 
 
 

Motion:  Moved By:   Barry Ward 
   Seconded By: Ron Henderson 
 
WHEREAS the NVCA has been successful in their application to the Adaptation Agricultural 
Council for the Innisfil Creek AESI and COWSEP Projects  
 
RECOMMENDED THAT the Engineering and Technical Services Advisory Committee support 
the NVCA participation in these projects 
 
Carried: 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 


