Staff Report:

05-02-18-BOD

Date:

February 23, 2018

To:

Chair and Members of the Board of Directors

From:

Heather Kepran
Communications Coordinator

SUBJECT:

Communications Report –Dec. 5, 2017, to Feb, 9, 2018

Recommendation
RESOLVED THAT: Staff Report No. 05-02-18-BOD regarding NVCA
Communications – Dec. 5, 2017, to Feb. 9, 2018, be received.

Purpose of the Staff Report
This staff report presents a summary of NVCA media coverage and public outreach
during the period of Dec. 5, 2017, to Feb. 9, 2018.
Background
The following outlines the communications and media coverage during the period.
1. Media coverage
All media releases can be found on NVCA website under "News."
NVCA Board of Directors Highlights, Nov Mtg (issued Nov 28, 2017)
Title

Media Outlet

Date

NVCA Board Meeting
Highlights

Springwater News

Dec 14

Reference

1

NVCA receives $100,000 boost to Healthy Waters Program: Funding supports
on-the-ground rural stewardship projects (issued Dec 5, 2017)
Title

Media Outlet

Date

Reference

NVCA secures funding to help Alliston Herald
landowners improve water
quality

Dec 7

Shannon Stephens,
Healthy Waters
Program Coordinator

Want to help protect
waterways in the
Nottawasaga area?
The Health Waters
Stewardship program could
help you with that

Barrie Today

Dec 7

Shannon Stephens,
Healthy Waters
Program Coordinator

NVCA receives $100,000
boost to Healthy Waters
Program

Springwater News

Dec 14

Shannon Stephens,
Healthy Waters
Program Coordinator

NVCA receives $100,000
boost to Healthy Waters
Program: Funding supports
on-the-ground rural
stewardship projects

Farm View

Jan 2018

Shannon Stephens,
Healthy Waters
Program Coordinator

Tiffin Centre Bird Count makes Kids the Scientists (issued Dec 18, 2017)
Title

Media Outlet

Date

Looking for a fun activity for
kids? How about a little bird
counting?

Barrie Today

Dec 19

Tiffin Centre Bird Count
makes Kids the Scientists

Springwater News

Dec 28

Reference

NVCA Board of Directors Highlights, Dec Mtg (issued Dec 19, 2017)
Title

Media Outlet

Date

NVCA approves budget

Creemore Echo

Jan 8

Reference

Flood Messages – Three issued during the period, Jan 10, Jan 19, and Jan 23,
2018. Note: for all flood notices, coverage includes radio and social media; the
items below are a sample of the full coverage
Title

Media Outlet

Lake Simcoe, Nottawasaga
Barrie Advance
conservation authorities issue
water safety warnings

Date

Reference

Jan 10

Sheri Steiginga, Flood
Operations Field
Specialist

2

Title

Media Outlet

Date

Stay Off The Ice

Bayshore
Broadcasting

Jan 10

Careful around Waterways

Rock 95 & Kool FM

Jan 11

Flash-freeze warning in effect Barrie Advance
for parts of Simcoe County

Jan 12

Beware of waterways during
thaw, freeze

Jan 12

Creemore Echo

Reference

Dufferin County Invests in Rural Water Quality Program: Funding supports on-theground farm & rural stewardship projects (issued Jan 11, 2018)
Title

Media Outlet

Dufferin County Invests in
Farm View
Rural Water Quality Program:
Funding supports on-theground farm & rural
stewardship projects

Date

Reference

Feb 2018

Gail Ardiel of the Town of the Blue Mountains to lead 2018 NVCA Board of
Directors (issued Jan 29, 2018)
Title

Media Outlet

Date

Reference

Gail Ardiel to lead 2018
NVCA Board of Directors

Barrie Today

Jan 30

Board executive - Gail
Ardiel, Keith White,
Doug Lougheed

Feb 9

Board executive - Gail
Ardiel, Keith White,
Doug Lougheed

Blue Mountains Deputy
Collingwood
Mayor Gail Ardiel named new Connection
chair of NVCA board

Nominate a Conservation Champion (issued Feb 8, 2018)
Title

Media Outlet

Date

Reference

Media Outlet

Date

Reference

No coverage to date

Other Media Coverage
Title

Innisfil students get their feet Innisfil Journal
wet in environmental co-op
program

Dec 8

5 things that happened at
Clearview Township council

Dec 12

Wasaga Sun

3

Title

Media Outlet

Date

NVCA to reduce number of
times it meets in 2018

New Tecumseth Free Dec 15
Press Online

Our Time in Minesing
Wetlands – Making a
Difference

Springwater News

Dec 28

Emerald in the rough

Land Lines (Nature
Conservancy of
Canada blog)

Jan 11

Reference

Shannon Stephens,
Healthy Waters
Program Coordinator

DISCLAIMER: NVCA does not allege that the information provided in the media articles depicts accurate
statements or testimonies on behalf of any individual named, and is not responsible for any misinterpretation of
information or misquoted statement(s).

2. Other Communication/Media Outreach
•

Dec 6 – Fred Dobbs, Interview, MYFM New Tecumseth and MYFM
Orangeville re: EcoAction Funding

•

Dec 19 – NVCA Conservation Update (e-newsletter), issued

•

Dec 19 – Highlights of the NVCA Board of Directors Meeting, Dec 15, 2017,
issued

•

Ongoing – social media outreach (Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn)

3. Presentations/Displays/Key Events by NVCA staff
•

Dec 7, 2017 – Peter Alm, water resources engineer, presented on the June
23rd flood event to the Simcoe County Agricultural Liaison Committee.

•

Jan 3, 2018 – Shannon Stephens, Health Waters Program Coordinator,
presented on river rehabilitation at an event hosted by the Headwaters
Flyfishers.

•

Jan 6, 2018 – Unfortunately the NVCA’s Christmas Bird Count for Kids,
scheduled for this date was cancelled due to extreme cold weather.

•

Feb 7, 2018 – Ryan Post, Lead Hydrogeologist, presented to the Orillia
Naturalist Club on the links between hydrogeology and critical habitat for
the Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly in the Minesing Wetlands.

4. NVCA Website and Social Media Summary, 2017
•

Attachment 1 presents a summary of NVCA’s website and social media
outreach in 2017.
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o

The authority’s website saw in excess of 88,000 visits in 2017, an
increase of 8,200 visits over 2016. Over the period 2013-2017,
website traffic increased by 47%.

o

NVCA’s use of social media (Facebook, Twitter) also increased in
2017, with increasing numbers of followers and more than 210,000
impressions for each channel (people seeing content about the
authority). The authority’s monthly e-newsletter also continued to
grow, with 933 e-newsletter subscribers at the end of the year.

Issues/Analysis
In general, media coverage and public outreach/communications were positive
with regard to NVCA work and programs over the past month. There are no issues
of concern at this time.
Relevance to Authority Policy/Mandate
Communications and promotion are an integral part of the work of NVCA.
Reference to both can be found in the 2014-2018 Strategic Plan.
Impact on Authority Finances
Staff time to prepare this report is addressed in the 2018 budget.
Reviewed and approved for submission by:
Doug Hevenor
Chief Administrative Officer
Attachment 1 – 2017 NVCA Web and Social Media Stats
Attachment 2 – Media Clippings for the period
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NVCA secures funding to help landowners improve water quality
Alliston Herald
Dec 7, 2017

Volunteers install dogwood and willow fascines to stabilize a streambank in the trout-rich Mad River. - NVCA/Submitted

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority
(NVCA) received a $100,000 boost for its
Healthy Waters stewardship program from
Environment and Climate Change Canada’s
EcoAction program.
The 2020 Vision of Healthy Waters project runs
from 2017-2020. NVCA will make grants
available to landowners, farmers and
community groups for on-the-ground projects
to improve water quality, restore aquatic and
wildlife habitat, and build climate change
resilience in “green infrastructure.”
With the help of residents and volunteers, the
new funding will support planting 22 hectares
of native trees and shrubs; reduce 20 kg of
phosphorus run-off to rivers and lakes, and 50
tonnes of soil erosion; protect and restore 1.9
ha of globally significant wetland habitat;
enhance 1.7 km of impaired rivers; and install
habitat structures like bird boxes and turtle
basking logs.
Landowners, farmers and community groups
are encouraged to apply for Healthy Waters
Program grants to support their stewardship

projects. Grant rates range from 30 to 100 per
cent for eligible projects, which include:














Tree planting along streams and lakes
with native trees and shrubs
Lowering the impact of on-stream ponds
through decommissioning, stream
bypasses, dam bottom-draws and
fishways
High priority stream rehabilitation
Keeping livestock out of waterways and
wetlands (fencing and associated
alternate watering sources, and
livestock stream crossings)
Clean water diversion (barn eaves,
berms to reduce run-off volume)
Manure storages
Run-off treatment (treatment wetlands,
vegetated filter strips, etc.)
Nutrient management plans/strategy
Improving fuel, chemical and pesticide
storage
Advanced treatment septic system
upgrades (within 30 m of water body)
Well decommissioning
8

Note that projects must be located in the
Nottawasaga Valley watershed, and must be
pre-approved; those completed prior to
approval are not eligible for grants.
In addition, no-cost technical project
assistance, including site visits, are available to
those interested in learning more about
restoring and enhancing their property.
Not a landowner, but want to help? Every year
thousands of volunteers get down-and-dirty
helping restore the environment.
To learn more about the grant program or
volunteering, call Shannon Stephens at the
NVCA, 705-424-1479 ext. 239, or visit
www.nvca.on.ca and search “Healthy Waters
Program.”
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Want to help protect waterways in the Nottawasaga area?
The Health Waters Stewardship program could help you with that
Dec 7, 2017 – Barrie Today

Volunteers install dogwood and willow fascines to stabilize a streambank in the trout-rich Mad River. Supplied photo

UTOPIA - The Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority (NVCA) received a
$100,000 boost for its Healthy Waters
stewardship program from Environment and
Climate Change Canada’s EcoAction program.
The 2020 Vision of Healthy Waters project runs
from 2017-2020. NVCA will make grants
available to landowners, farmers and
community groups for on-the-ground projects
to improve water quality, restore aquatic and
wildlife habitat, and build climate change
resilience in “green infrastructure.”
With the help of residents and volunteers, the
new funding will support planting 22 ha of
native trees and shrubs; reduce 20 kg of
phosphorus runoff to rivers and lakes, and 50
tonnes of soil erosion; protect and restore 1.9
ha of globally significant wetland habitat;
enhance 1.7 km of impaired rivers; and install
habitat structures like bird boxes and turtle
basking logs.

“This is good news for our landowners and
community groups in the Nottawasaga Valley
that want to help improve habitat and water
quality! Thanks to the Eco Action program
funding, we’ll be able to fund more projects
that make for a great place to live – with
cleaner, swimmable, drinkable water all of us,
including the fish,” said Shannon Stephens,
NVCA’s Healthy Waters program coordinator.
“Over the years we’ve worked with thousands
of farmers, rural and urban landowners and
volunteers to tangibly improve the
environment we all live in,” added Ms.
Stephens. “We can’t wait to continue this
work.”
Healthy Waters program grants
Landowners, farmers and community groups
are encouraged to apply for Healthy Waters
program grants to support their stewardship
10

projects. Grant rates range from 30 – 100 per
cent for eligible projects, which include:














Tree planting along streams and lakes
with native trees and shrubs
Lowering the impact of on-stream ponds
through decommissioning, stream
bypasses, dam bottom-draws and
fishways
High priority stream rehabilitation
Keeping livestock out of waterways and
wetlands (fencing and associated
alternate watering sources, and
livestock stream crossings)
Clean water diversion (barn eaves,
berms to reduce runoff volume)
Manure storages
Runoff treatment (treatment wetlands,
vegetated filter strips, etc.)
Nutrient Management Plans/Strategy
Improving fuel, chemical and pesticide
storage
Advanced treatment septic system
upgrades (within 30 m of waterbody)
Well decommissioning

Note that projects must be located in the
Nottawasaga Valley watershed, and must be
pre-approved; those completed prior to
approval are not eligible for grants.

For example, native brook trout can only
survive if stream temperatures are under 24 C.
Planting trees and shrubs is a key way to build
resilience to our changing climate. Not only do
streamside trees store carbon and shade coldwater streams, they stabilize stream banks
against erosion during high water flows.
Stewardship projects that reduce nutrient
runoff, like agricultural erosion control and
fencing livestock out of waterways, also build
climate resilience, as warmer, nutrient-rich
water is more likely to have algae blooms.
The Healthy Waters program grants can be
accessed for both streamside tree planting and
programs to reduce runoff.
The grants also cover improvements to onstream dams. Past NCVA stewardship projects
show that even a small dam can raise
downstream temperatures by 4 C to 6 C – to
the point that native fish are unable to survive.
But this can be reduced through stream
bypasses, pond bottom-draws and dam
decommissioning.

In addition, no-cost technical project
assistance, including site visits, are available to
those interested in learning more about
restoring and enhancing their property.
Not a landowner, but want to help? Every year,
thousands of volunteers get down-and-dirty
helping restore the environment.
To learn more about the grant program or
volunteering, call Shannon Stephens at the
NVCA, 705-424-1479 ext. 239, or visit the
website and search “Healthy Waters Program.”
Building Natural Resilience to a Changing
Climate
One of the key focuses of the “2020 Vision of
Healthy Waters” project is to mitigate and
adapt to climate change. In the Nottawasaga
Valley, we are lucky to have beautiful coldwater trout and salmon streams. But a
warming climate puts these fisheries at risk.
11
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Looking for a fun activity for kids? How about a little bird counting?
The data collected will be submitted to Bird Studies Canada and included in the national Christmas
Bird Count for Kids database
Dec 19, 2017
BarrieToday

File photo
UTOPIA - Looking for a fun outdoor activity for
the kids during this winter break? Come help
count the birds making their winter home at
Tiffin Centre for Conservation.
The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority’s annual Christmas Bird Count for
Kids takes place Jan. 6, 2018, from 9 a.m. to
noon at the Tiffin Centre for Conservation,
8195 8th Line, Utopia.
The bird count is a fun, family-friendly birdwatching event that contributes to scientific
bird count data.
The count begins with a mini-workshop on bird
identification. Birding experts from the
Brereton Field Naturalists then guide families
on a bird count hike through the Tiffin forest.
The data collected will be submitted to Bird
Studies Canada and included in the national
Christmas Bird Count for Kids database.

To register, visit the website and click on
Events and Education. A $5 registration fee
($7.50 at the door) includes parking fees and
hot chocolate. Children three and under are
free.
Can’t make the bird count, but looking to get
the kids outside over the winter break? NVCA
is offering a winter nature camp at the Tiffin
Centre from Jan. 2 to 5, with daily and weekly
rates available.
For more information about the Christmas Bird
Count for Kids or the winter nature camp,
contact NVCA at 705-424-1479 or visit
the website.

All ages are welcome with adult supervision.
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Springwater News
Dec 28 2017
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NVCA approves budget
By Trina Berlo, Creemore Echo
Posted January 8, 2018

The NVCA’s board of directors has approved a $4.7
million budget for 2018, up $153,134 from 2017.
A total increase of $89,956, or a 4.1 per cent increase
in municipal levy, is needed to support the operating
expenditures, with the remainder coming from grants,
fees for services, and other sources. Funds from
municipal levy continue to represent 47 per cent of
NVCA’s revenues.
Clearview’s portion is $118,924.61, up 1.1 per cent
from 2017.
Mulmur’s portion is $40,034.53, up 1.01 per cent
from 2017.
The operating levy is shared by NVCA member
municipalities based on apportionment percentages
provided by the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry.
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Lake Simcoe, Nottawasaga conservation authorities issue water
safety warnings
Warm temperatures and rainfall may make river and stream flows dangerous
Chris Simon, Barrie Advance
Jan 10, 2018
It would be wise to stay clear of rivers and
streams for the next few days, two local
conservation authorities advise.
With 10 to 15 millimetres of rain expected in
the Simcoe County area between Jan. 10 and
12, and temperatures potentially reaching 8 C,
there will be melting snow, a potential for ice
breakup and higher than normal water flows at
local rivers and streams. That’s prompted the
Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority
(LSRCA) to warn residents of the “hazardous”
conditions within the watershed — which
stretches from Orillia, Oro-Medonte and Barrie
to Aurora, Newmarket and East Gwillimbury —
and urge them to stay away from watercourses
in the coming days.
“The combination of slippery and unstable
banks, unsafe ice and cold water temperature
will create hazardous conditions close to any
river, stream or other water bodies,” LSRCA
duty officer Marianne Maertens said. “Children
should be warned to stay away from all
watercourses.”
The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority
(NVCA), which covers land running from
Wasaga Beach to Bradford, has issued a
similar statement.
"No major flooding is anticipated,” NVCA flood
duty officer Sheri Steiginga said. “Although
local conditions vary, there is always the
potential for localized flooding and unsafe
conditions around area streams and rivers.”
The LSRCA statement will remain in effect until
Friday; NVCA will keep its notice in place until
Saturday afternoon.
For more information, visit lsrca.on.ca or
nvca.on.ca.
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Stay Off The Ice
Bayshore Broadcasting
Regional | by Catherine Thompson
Wednesday, January 10, 2018

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority has put out a
water safety statement.
With the temperature rising, the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority has put out a water safety statement.
The NVCA cautions that the brief warm up and rain will cause
some of the snow pack to melt and increase flows in area
waterways.
You are advised to keep your kids away from all bodies of
water as unstable ice, slippery banks and fast moving water
can cause dangerous conditions.
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CAREFUL AROUND WATERWAYS
JANUARY THAW LIKELY TO PRODUCE FAST FLOWING WATER AND
WEAKENED ICE
Dan Blakeley, Rock 95 & KOOL FM
Jan 11, 2018

With the mild weather expected today and into Friday the Lake
Simcoe Region and Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authorities
advise caution around all area waterways. Up to 15 millimetres of
rain is forecast starting today and continuing overnight through to
Friday. Air temperatures are expected to remain above freezing
with highs reaching 8 degrees. This system is predicted to taper off
early Friday morning with the return of below freezing
temperatures. Forecast rainfall amounts mixed with melting snow
will result in higher than normal water levels and flows, and
possible ice break-up in our rivers and streams, creating potentially
hazardous conditions. The combination of slippery and unstable
banks, unsafe ice and cold water temperature will create hazardous
conditions close to any river, stream or other water bodies.
Children should be warned to stay away from all watercourses.
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Flash-freeze warning in effect for parts of Simcoe County
June 12, 22018 - Barrie Advance
Environment Canada's flash-freeze warning
remains in effect for Barrie, Innisfil, New
Tecumseth, Collingwood, Hillsdale, Midland,
Coldwater, Orr Lake, Orillia, Lagoon City and
Washago.
Temperatures are forecast to fall rapidly.
Ponding water, slush and any falling
precipitation will freeze as the temperature
drops. Icy conditions are expected Friday
morning.

temperatures and rain will cause some of the
snowpack to melt and increase flows in area
watercourses. The public is advised to stay
away from all area water bodies as unstable
ice cover, slippery banks and fast-flowing
watercourses will result in dangerous
conditions.

Following the passage of a cold front Friday
morning, rain will change to snow and there
will be a hard freeze as temperatures
plummet. There may also be a brief period of
freezing rain during the changeover from rain
to snow. Snowfall amounts of up to five
centimetres or so are possible Friday.
Surfaces such as highways, roads, walkways
and parking lots will become icy, slippery and
hazardous. Take extra care when walking or
driving in affected areas.
Sgt. Kerry Schmidt, of the OPP’s Highway
Safety Division, is urging drivers to “be careful
out there."
“If that temperature drops and the roads are
wet and the salt and brine have washed away,
we could get some very quick freezing
conditions that could make the roads
treacherous,” he said.
Slower is better when travelling on ice-topped
highways, Schmidt added.
“Give yourself that stopping distance and make
sure that you are able to control your vehicle,”
he said. “No aggressive steering and no
aggressive braking, because that can very
often lead to people losing control.”
Flash-freeze warnings are issued when a rapid
drop in temperature is expected that can cause
water from rain or melted snow on streets and
sidewalks to quickly freeze.
Meanwhile, the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority advises that the warm
20

Beware of waterways during thaw,
freeze
Creemore Echo
By Trina Berlo, January 12, 2018
The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority advises
that warm temperatures and rain over the next 24 hours
will cause some of the snowpack to melt and increase
flows in area watercourses.
The public and especially children are advised to stay away
from all area water bodies as unstable ice cover, slippery
banks and fast flowing watercourses will result in
dangerous conditions.
Weather forecasts are calling for rain accumulation of 1015 mm and above freezing temperatures from Wednesday
night through Friday. Melting snow and runoff may result
in increases in stream flows.
No major flooding is anticipated. Although local conditions
vary, there is always the potential for localized flooding
and unsafe conditions around area streams and rivers.
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Gail Ardiel to lead 2018 NVCA Board of Directors
Deputy Mayor Ardiel has sat on the board for eight years, and served for four years as vice chair 2
Jan 30, 2018
BarrieToday
NEWS RELEASE
NOTTAWASAGA VALLEY CONSERVATION
AUTHORITY
*************************
UTOPIA – Gail Ardiel, Deputy Mayor for the
Town of the Blue Mountains, will head the
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority
(NVCA) in 2018.

board is Mayor Darren White of Melancthon
Township, who replaces Councillor James
Webster.
The board governs the authority, a public
agency decide to protecting, enhancing and
restoring the Nottawasaga Valley watershed to
support a healthy environment, communities
and lifestyles.
Visit our website for more information.

Deputy Mayor Ardiel, an apple orchard owner
and retired child care service provider, was
acclaimed chair of the board at the NVCA’s
58th Annual General Meeting on Jan. 26, 2018.
Deputy Mayor Ardiel has sat on the board for
eight years, and served for four years as vice
chair. In addition to her role at the NVCA,
Deputy Mayor Ardiel is involved with the
Ontario Small Urban Municipalities and the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO),
and sits on Grey County Council.
In her acceptance remarks, Deputy Mayor
Ardiel complimented her fellow board members
for their commitment to building efficiencies at
the authority. She commented on the
opportunities for NVCA coming from the recent
updates to the Conservation Authorities Act,
particularly with regard to establishing longterm, stable sources of funding.
Keith White, Councillor for the Township of
Essa, was acclaimed to the position of vice
chair. In his remarks, Councillor White noted
the growth pressures facing the watershed in
the coming years, and stressed the importance
of NVCA’s role in ensuring the effective
management of watershed resources.
Doug Lougheed, Councillor for the Town of
Innisfil, stepped down from the position of
chair, and will serve as the past chair for 2018.
NVCA board members are appointed by 18
watershed municipalities in the counties of
Simcoe, Dufferin and Grey. Returning to the
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Blue Mountains Deputy Mayor
Gail Ardiel named new chair of
NVCA board
Coun. Keith White of Essa acclaimed vice-chair
Collingwood Connection
Feb 9, 2018
Town of the Blue Mountains Deputy Mayor Gail
Ardiel will head the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority in 2018.
Ardiel, an apple orchard owner and retired
child care service provider, was acclaimed
chair of the board at the NVCA’s 58th annual
general meeting on Jan. 26. Ardiel has sat on
the board for eight years, and served for four
years as vice chair. In addition to her role at
the NVCA, Ardiel is involved with the Ontario
Small Urban Municipalities and the Association
of Municipalities of Ontario and sits on Grey
County council.
In her acceptance remarks, Ardiel
complimented her fellow board members for
their commitment to building efficiencies at the
authority. She commented on the opportunities
for NVCA coming from the recent updates to
the Conservation Authorities Act, particularly
with regard to establishing long-term, stable
sources of funding.
Keith White, councillor for the Township of
Essa, was acclaimed to the position of vice
chair. In his remarks, White noted the growth
pressures facing the watershed in the coming
years, and stressed the importance of NVCA’s
role in ensuring the effective management of
watershed resources.
Doug Lougheed, councillor for the Town of
Innisfil, stepped down from the position of
chair, and will serve as the past chair for 2018.
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Innisfil students get their feet wet in environmental co-op program
by Janis Ramsay
Innisfil Journal
Dec 8, 2017

Nantyr Shores Secondary School co-op student Jazmin Gall (front) looks for fish with Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority staff members Fred Dobbs and Sarah Campbell in Beeton Creek. - Dave Hooper/Submitted

A couple of Nantyr Shores Secondary School
students jumped feet first into a special co-op
opportunity looking for fish.
“I think the program I am a part of provides an
amazing learning opportunity for students to
explore their career field of interest and do
things that they couldn’t normally do on their
own,” Nantyr student Jazmin Gall said.

to get in the water and help out — all hands on
deck.”
They took turns scooping up fish, identifying,
recording and releasing them.

She and Alyssa Nakeff were recently paired up
with the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority (NVCA) to do a fish count in the
Beeton Creek in Tottenham.

“Electrofishing is something I have always
wondered about and seen on TV, but never
knew that it was happening so close to home,”
she said. “A small electric current is emitted
using a cathode and anode that is in the water.
This affects the fish and how they move, so
they end up swimming toward the anode,
toward the nets.”

The partnership was co-ordinated through the
South Simcoe Streams Network.

Once caught, the fish are placed into a bucket
for further inspection onshore.

“We originally thought we would just be
shadowing the people doing the electrofishing
survey and at the most doing some onshore
tasks, which by all means was quite sufficient
for us,” Gall said. “We were shocked but
honoured when we were asked if we would like

NVCA manager of stewardship services Fred
Dobbs said the Beeton Creek has a section
with a big pond, formed by a dam.
<continues>
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The dam has a bottom discharge, which means
in the summer, the cold, bottom water pours
into the creek.
“It’s in Coventry Park, and there’s an area that
would be a good rainbow trout spawning and
nursery habitat.”
Dobbs said rainbow trout aren’t native to the
area, but do migrate 110 kilometres from
Georgian Bay.
As a predator fish, they would add to the
biodiversity of the creek and sport fishing in
the area.
“Rainbow trout are incredible jumpers and we
found evidence some are able to jump over
this ice-control structure, even though we find
it to be a barrier to fish migration.”
During the five-hour visit with the students,
Dobbs caught a two-and-a-half-year-old
rainbow trout in Coventry Park.
“We also found this toadlike fish called the
sculpin, which is the next best indicator that
the stream is colder and has better water
quality.”
Having co-op students there to help with the
project meant more sites were checked, Dobbs
said.
“For our sampling, it was positive in terms of
being able to carry more gear over long
distances in the field.”
Now that he’s found evidence of rainbow trout
in the area, Dobbs said he would pitch a plan
to the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry, as well as the Nottawasaga
Steelheaders, to retrofit the dam.
“The goal is to make sure the rainbow trout
don’t get upstream from Tottenham, because
there’s a beautiful brook trout population
upstream from the dam in the Oak Ridges
Moraine.”
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5 things that happened at Clearview Township council
by Ian Adams
Wasaga Sun
December 12, 2017
Youth Centre co-ordinator. Clearview Township
councillors approved a recommendation to
extend the youth centre’s co-ordinator position
until June 30. Council also approved a
memorandum of understanding with the E-3
Childhood Education Program to use the centre
on Thursdays and Fridays from 8:30 a.m. until
3:30 p.m., starting in January.

many municipalities waive fees as part of an
affordable housing strategy.

NVCA provides source water protection. The
township will use the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority for source water
protection, risk management and enforcement.
The municipality is required to under the
Ontario Clean Water Act to appoint a risk
management official and inspector to
administer the act to control existing and
future activities that could be risks in wellhead
protection areas.
Medical response training for firefighters.
Clearview Township firefighters will be getting
training on how to administer drugs to counter
the effects of opioid overdoses. Firefighters will
receive training through the County of Simcoe.
“The issue is on our doorstep, and we want to
be progressive with our training,” said fire
Chief Colin Shewell.
No extension for Creemore Medical Centre
board. Councillors turned down a motion from
Deputy Mayor Barry Burton to extend the
mandate of the Creemore Medical Centre board
until the end of council’s term, in order to
continue recruitment efforts. The board was
eliminated as part of the review of township
committees conducted earlier this year. Most
of the board’s functions are now handled by
municipal staff.
Habitat home coming to Stayner. Habitat for
Humanity South Georgian Bay will build two
homes on Quebec Street in Stayner. Coun.
Kevin Elwood expressed concern about the
township making a decision to waive any
municipal fees, noting that could be considered
making a charitable donation on behalf of
taxpayers. Habitat chair Andrew Turnbull said
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NVCA to reduce number of times it
meets in 2018
New Tecumseth Free Press Online
December 15, 2017

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA)
board of directors voted this morning to reduce the
number of times they'll meet in 2018 from 11 to seven,
including the AGM on Jan. 26, 2018.
Regular board meetings will take place in February, April,
June, August, October, and December. The Chair can call
special meetings if required. Scaling back the number of
meetings is expected to save approximately $7,000 for
what's being termed a pilot project to be revisited in
September 2018.
It's the second significant reduction by the board in the
past two years. The first follows was the reduction of the
board's composition from 27 members to 18. Board
members are paid $80.43 per meeting, plus mileage.
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Springwater News
Dec 28 2017
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Emerald in the rough
Land Lines – Nature Conservancy of Canada Blog
January 11, 2018 | by Kristyn Ferguson
Deep in the heart of the Minesing Wetlands,
southern Ontario’s third-largest wetland
system, located just 15 minutes west of Barrie,
Ontario, lives a mysterious creature. It is
thought to inhabit only 50 distinct locations in
the entire world, most of which are
concentrated around the Great Lakes. In
Canada, this enigmatic species is found in the
Minesing Wetlands and nowhere else.
If you’re listening closely, you might just hear
a quiet “zzzzzip” overhead. If you’re lucky, you
might catch the sunlight glinting off its emerald
green eyes. And if you’ve got skills with a
butterfly net, you might just get lucky enough
to see this beautiful, delicate jewel close up,
glimpse its uniquely shaped claw-like
appendages at the end of its tail, and know for
sure that you have found a rare dragonfly gem
(dragonflies should only be handled by those
trained to do so).
The Hine’s emerald dragonfly is a large
dragonfly, part of the emerald family, and has
quite particular habitat requirements. Some
people like having trees in their backyard and
a nice garden. The Hine’s emerald requires
sedges with intermittent trees, water with a
high mineral content fed by groundwater and
not surface water, which is adjacent to drier
meadow and forest habitat. Oh, and don’t
forget to add to the list the availability of holes
burrowed in the ground by a particular species
of crayfish, which the dragonfly can use to rest
inside. The evolutionary real estate agent
responsible for finding the home for this
dragonfly in Ontario certainly had their work
cut out for them; but now this special insect is
happily at home in the fens of the Minesing
Wetlands, which fulfills its laundry list of
habitat requirements.
Even once that perfect home has been found,
threats find their way into the dragonfly’s
remote, lush and idyllic habitat. Pressures from
adjacent development, changes to hydrology
that impact the flow of groundwater and the

ongoing push of non-native invasive species
into Ontario’s native wetland habitats can
easily disrupt this sensitive dragonfly’s life
cycle and ability to successfully breed and
thrive. The Hine’s emerald is also extremely
rare in the United States, and has been lost
completely from wetlands it once inhabited,
due likely in part to some of the factors
mentioned above. However, the creation of
critical habitat areas across the dragonfly’s
range have shown some evidence of helping
populations stabilize. And for this globally rare,
very particular, very tiny inhabitant of our big
and busy planet, news like that is very good
indeed.
The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) has
worked in partnership with the Nottawasaga
Valley Conservation Authority for nearly 45
years to protect rare and sensitive habitat in
the Minesing Wetlands. The Hine’s emerald
was just discovered in the wetlands in 2007 by
local naturalist Chris Evans; the discovery
helped conservation groups more sharply focus
our efforts on where land should be acquired,
and protected for the long term.
This year, NCC staff and external contractors
undertook a huge effort to remove non-native
phragmites from the perimeter of the Minesing
Wetlands. This will prevent the spread of this
nasty invader into the highly sensitive habitat
occupied by the Hine’s emerald and the more
than 1,000 other species using the Minesing
Wetlands. It’s our wish that this green-eyed
beauty continues to have a safe place to perch
in a crayfish hole in the middle of one of the
wettest and wildest places in southern Ontario.
And we will all keep doing our best to keep it
that way.
The Minesing Wetlands is supported by the
Government of Canada through the Natural
Areas Conservation Program, a unique publicprivate partnership to accelerate the pace of
land conservation across southern Canada.
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