
 
 

Staff Report: 14-04-18-BOD 

 

Date: 22/06/2018 

 

To: Chair and Members of the Board of Directors 

 

From:  Heather Kepran 

 Communications Coordinator 

 

 

SUBJECT:  Communications Report – Apr 12 to Jun. 13, 2018 

 

 

Recommendation 

 

RESOLVED THAT: Staff Report No. 14-04-18-BOD regarding NVCA 

Communications – Apr 12 to Jun. 13, 2018, be received. 

 

 

Purpose of the Staff Report 

This staff report presents a summary of NVCA media coverage and public outreach 

during the period of Apr 12 to Jun. 13, 2018. 

 

Background 

The following outlines the communications and media coverage during the period. 

1. Media coverage 

All media releases can be found on NVCA website under "News." 

 

NVCA’s Healthy Waters Program gets $25,000 boost from WWF-Canada and the 

Loblaw Water Fund (issued May 4/18) 

Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

Healthy Waters Program gets 

$25,000 boost 

Barrie Today May 4 Shannon Stephens, 

Healthy Waters 

Program coordinator 
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Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

NVCA’s Healthy Waters 

program gets $25,000 boost 

Alliston Herald May 7 Shannon Stephens, 

Healthy Waters 

Program coordinator 

 

NVCA Arbour Day Tree Sale runs May 12 (issued May 3/18) 

Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

Annual Arbour Day tree sale 

happens May 12 

Collingwood Today 

Barrie Today 

May 3 

May 4 

 

NVCA’s Arbour Day tree sale 

runs May 12 

Alliston Herald May 7  

 

Dig in! Volunteers needed for spring tree planting (issued Apr 25/18)  

Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

Volunteers needed for spring 

tree planting 

Barrie Today 

Bradford Today 

Apr 25  

Volunteers needed for tree 

planting in South Simcoe 

Alliston Herald May 2  

Dig in! Volunteers needed for 

spring tree planting 

Springwater News May 3  

Shelburne Community 

Volunteer Plant: Help Is 

Needed 

Shelburne 

Freelancer 

May 18  

 

Volunteers, Land Stewards and Conservation Champions celebrated at Evening of 

Thanks (issued Apr 19/18)  

Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

National Volunteer Week 

event celebrates 

conservation champions 

Barrie Today 

Collingwood Today 

Apr 20 

Apr 19 

 

NVCA hands out awards to 

champions of the 

environment 

Wasaga Sun Apr 22  

Morgan family and Bill 

Bannerman recognized with 

Agricultural Stewardship 

Awards: NVCA 

Farm View May 2018  

Volunteers and Conservation 

Champions lauded at NVCA’s 

Evening of Thanks 

Springwater News May 3 Gail Ardiel, Chair 
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A Taste of Spring! Spring Tonic Maple Syrup Festival, April 7 & 8, 2018 

(issued Mar. 26/18) 

Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

Spring Tonic Maple Syrup 

Festival  

Farm View May 2018  

Spring Tonic Maple Syrup 

Festival 

SNAP-Barrie May 2018  

 

Flood Messages – Three issued during the period: Apr 12, 15 and 17, 2018. Note: 

for all flood notices, coverage includes radio and social media; the items below are 

a sample of the full coverage 

Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

Flood Warning Bayshore 

Broadcasting 

Apr 14  

Nottawasaga Valley 

Conservation Authority issues 

flood watch 

The Peak 95.1 FM Apr 15  

Water Safety Statement 

Issued 

Bayshore 

Broadcasting 

Apr 17  

 

Other Media Coverage 

Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

Planting a Paper Trail Mountain Life 

Magazine 

Spring 2018  

Phragmites control is bigger 

than municipal legislation say 

town staff 

Collingwood Today  Apr 13  

Why Silvia Pedrazzi 

celebrates Lake Simcoe: The 

longtime local volunteer is 

the current environmental 

liaison for the South Simcoe 

Streams Network 

Innisfil Journal Apr 17  

Mapping tools you’ll need on 

the farm 

Farm View May 2018  

Shelburne Mayor Ken 

Bennington Weighs In On 

Council’s Decision Process 

Regarding Shelburne’s Fiddle 

Park Sale 

Shelburne 

Freelancer 

May 17  
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Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

Flood concerns may limit 

plan to redevelop trailer park 

near Loretto 

Alliston Herald May 22  

Fiddle Park Proposed Sale 

Update: Mayor Bennington 

Helps Clarify Chronology Of 

Events Remarking There 

Were No Restrictions On 

Fiddle Park Lands 

Shelburne 

Freelancer 

May 23 Heather Kepran, 

communications 

coordinator 

Five ways to enjoy 

conservation areas this 

summer in Simcoe County 

Alliston Herald May 29  

A World of Outdoor 

Adventure and Fun 

Look Local 

(magazine) 

May/June 

2018 

Naomi Saunders, 

environmental 

education facilitator 

University of Waterloo seeks 

participants for study on 

impacts of flooding in 

Dufferin County 

Orangeville Banner Jun 8  

A field trip to Tiffin Centre for 

Conservation near Barrie 

Barrie Advance Jun 9  

How agencies, municipalities 

are preparing for future 

flooding events in South 

Simcoe: NVCA is being 

proactive 

Alliston Herald Jun 13 Peter Alm, water 

resources engineer 

 
DISCLAIMER: NVCA does not allege that the information provided in the media articles depicts accurate 

statements or testimonies on behalf of any individual named, and is not responsible for any misinterpretation of 

information or misquoted statement(s). 

2. Other Communication/Media Outreach 

• Apr 11 – Media Release by Nature Conservancy of Canada – Nature 

Conservancy of Canada increases protection for Minesing Wetlands 

• Apr 20 – Media Release by WWF – Canada - Prairie wetlands, wild rivers 

and salmon streams to benefit from 2018 Loblaw Water Fund 

• Apr 27 – Highlights of the NVCA Board of Directors Meeting, Apr 27, 2018, 

issued 

• Apr 25 – NVCA Conservation Update - April (e-newsletter), issued 

• May 25 – NVCA Conservation Update – May (e-newsletter), issued 
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• Interviews: 

o May 9 – Heather Kepran interviewed by My FM New Tecumseth 

regarding Arbour Day Tree Sale 

o Jun 8 – Peter Alm, interviewed by Alliston Herald regarding 1-year 

after the June 23, 2017, storm event 

• Ongoing – social media outreach (Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn) 

3. Presentations/Displays/Key Events by NVCA staff 

• Apr 17 – Another successful NVCA Evening of Thanks and Conservation 

Champion Awards event held at Tiffin Centre for Conservation  

• Apr 21 – Shannon Stephens, Healthy Waters Program coordinator, hosted a 

stewardship programs display at the Mulmur Town Hall event 

• Apr 22 – Heather Kepran, communications coordinator, hosted a display on 

recreation at NVCA conservation areas at the Barrie Spring into Green event 

• Apr 23 – Ryan Post, senior hydrogeologist, and Peter Alm, water resource 

engineer, present on development review to a class at Georgian College 

• May 2 – Kyra Howes, manager of lands and operations, presented on 

invasive species and hazardous plants to parks and recreation staff from the 

Town of Innisfil 

• May 2 – Naomi Saunders, environmental education facilitator, served as the 

wildlife expert at the Challenge Day for the annual high school Envirothon 

for 10 local high school, hosted by the Simcoe County District School Board 

(SCDSB) 

• May 2 – Doug Hevenor, CAO, presented an NVCA update to Essa Township 

Council 

• May 12 – Rick Grillmayer, manager of forestry, hosted NVCA’s annual 

Arbour Day Tree Sale hosted at the Tiffin Centre for Conservation 

• May 9 – Fred Dobbs, manager of stewardship services, participated in a 

student field studies interpretation day at the Clearview EcoPark 

• May 25 – Fred Dobbs, manager of stewardship services, delivered 

presentation titled “Critical Linkages between Rivers and Their Floodplains – 

Implications for Restoration Design” at Natural Channels Conference, 

University of Guelph  
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• May 29 – Doug Hevenor, CAO, presented an NVCA update to Wasaga Beach 

Town Council 

• May 30 – Fred Dobbs, manager of stewardship services, delivered an 

“intervention” presentation in Kincardine at the Renewal Hearing for the 

Bruce Nuclear Power Plant regarding Bruce Power and NVCA’s stream 

restoration partnership 

• Jun 2 – 2nd annual Minesing BioBlitz at the Minesing Wetlands Conservation 

Area, hosted by Friends of Minesing Wetlands, Nature Conservancy of 

Canada, Ducks Unlimited and NVCA 

 Jun 8 – Sheri Steiginga, Flood Operations Field Specialist, presented on 

flood forecasting to third year to Georgian College environmental 

technology students  

 

Issues/Analysis 

In general, media coverage and public outreach/communications were positive 

with regard to NVCA work and programs over the past month. There are no issues 

of concern at this time. 

 

Relevance to Authority Policy/Mandate 

Communications and promotion are an integral part of the work of NVCA. 

Reference to both can be found in the 2014-2018 Strategic Plan. 

 

Impact on Authority Finances 

Staff time to prepare this report is addressed in the 2018 budget. 

 

Reviewed and approved for submission by: 

Doug Hevenor 

Chief Administrative Officer 

 

Attachment 1 – Media Clippings for the period 
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Healthy Waters Program gets $25,000 boost  

NVCA will make funds available for on-the-ground projects to improve water quality and 

restore aquatic and wildlife habitat 

May 4, 2018, Barrie Today 

 

UTOPIA – In late April, the World Wildlife Fund-

Canada (WWF-Canada) awarded the 

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 

(NVCA) with $25,000 to support water quality 

and habitat restoration projects. 

NVCA’s Healthy Waters Program is one of 11 

projects across Canada to receive funding from 

the Loblaw Water Fund, which is managed by 

WWF-Canada. These projects look to improve 

freshwater ecosystem health across the 

country. 

Locally, the Healthy Waters Program will 

engage more than 200 volunteers in restoring 

streamside forests and wetland habitat in the 

Nottawasaga Valley Watershed. This will 

include planting 20,000 native trees and 

shrubs. 

Funding for On-the-Ground Projects 

With the grant from WWF-Canada, NVCA will 

make funds available for on-the-ground 

projects to improve water quality and restore 

aquatic and wildlife habitat. Landowners, 

volunteer groups, and farmers are encouraged 

to apply. 

“Ninety-six per cent of the Nottawasaga Valley 

watershed is privately owned,” explains 

Shannon Stephens, NVCA’s Healthy Waters 

Program Coordinator. “It’s only with the 

support and environmental stewardship of 

private landowners and volunteers that we can 

meet our water quality targets and restore fish 

and wildlife habitat.” 

The available funds will cover 30-100 per cent 

of the cost of stewardship projects, to a 

maximum of $10,000 depending on project 

type. Eligible water quality projects include: 

• tree planting 

• clean water diversion from livestock 

yards 

• livestock exclusion fencing from 

streams and wetlands 

• planting streamside buffers between 

cropland and streams 

• retrofitting farm tiles with controlled 

drainage boxes 

• well decommissioning 

• nutrient management planning 

• habitat restoration: wetlands, 

forests, etc. 

These projects, along with other initiatives, will 

help the Healthy Waters Program meet its 

2020 goals of restoring 21.5 hectares of 

streamside and wetland forest; reducing 

phosphorous runoff to our lakes and rivers 

(which contributes to potentially toxic algae 

blooms that harm wildlife and limit recreational 

activities); and installing on-farm 

improvements like livestock restriction fencing 

and manure storage. 

“Restoring ecosystems is expensive, but it’s an 

investment that pays dividends into the 

future,” adds Ms. Stephens. “We are grateful 

for the funding support of WWF-Canada and 

the Loblaw Water Fund. With this grant, 

generous donations from individuals and 

companies, and the support of government at 

all levels, we can make further strides towards 

clean and healthy waters and habitats.” 

For more information on applying for funding 

or volunteering with the Healthy Waters 

Program, visit www.nvca.on.ca or contact 

NVCA at 705-424-1479. 
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NVCA’s Healthy Waters program gets $25,000 boost 

May 7, 2018 

Alliston Herald 

 

The World Wildlife Fund-Canada (WWF-

Canada) recently awarded the Nottawasaga 

Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA) with 

$25,000 to support a water quality and habitat 

restoration project. 

NVCA’s Healthy Waters Program is one of 11 

projects across Canada to receive funding from 

the Loblaw Water Fund, which is managed by 

WWF-Canada. These projects look to improve 

freshwater ecosystem health across the 

country. 

Locally, the program will engage more than 

200 volunteers in restoring streamside forests 

and wetland habitat in the Nottawasaga Valley 

Watershed. This will include planting 20,000 

native trees and shrubs. 

With the grant from WWF-Canada, NVCA will 

make funds available for on-the-ground 

projects to improve water quality and restore 

aquatic and wildlife habitat. Landowners, 

volunteer groups, and farmers are encouraged 

to apply. 

 “Ninety-six per cent of the Nottawasaga Valley 

watershed is privately owned,” says Shannon 

Stephens, NVCA’s Healthy Waters Program 

Coordinator. “It’s only with the support and 

environmental stewardship of private 

landowners and volunteers that we can meet 

our water quality targets and restore fish and 

wildlife habitat.” 

The available funds will cover 30 to 100 per 

cent of the cost of stewardship projects, to a 

maximum of $10,000, depending on project 

type. Eligible water quality projects include: 

• tree planting 

• clean water diversion from livestock yards 

• livestock exclusion fencing from streams and 

wetlands 

• planting streamside buffers between cropland 

and streams 

• retrofitting farm tiles with controlled drainage 

boxes 

• well decommissioning 

• nutrient management planning 

• habitat restoration: wetlands, forests, etc. 

These projects, along with other initiatives, will 

help the Healthy Waters Program meet its 

2020 goals of restoring 21.5 hectares of 

streamside and wetland forest; reducing 

phosphorous run-off to lakes and rivers (which 

contributes to potentially toxic algae blooms 

that harm wildlife and limit recreational 

activities); and installing on-farm 

improvements like livestock restriction fencing 

and manure storage. 

“Restoring ecosystems is expensive, but it’s an 

investment that pays dividends into the 

future,” adds Stephens. “We are grateful for 

the funding support of WWF-Canada and the 

Loblaw Water Fund. With this grant, generous 

donations from individuals and companies, and 

the support of government at all levels, we can 

make further strides toward clean and healthy 

waters and habitats.” 
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Annual Arbour Day tree sale happens May 12 

May 3, 2018 

Collingwood Today

(Barrie Today May 4) 

UTOPIA - The Nottawasaga Valley 

Conservation Authority holds its annual Arbour 

Day tree sale on Saturday, May 12, at the 

Tiffin Centre for Conservation. NVCA’s forestry 

staff will be on-hand to answer questions at 

the tree sale, which runs from 8 a.m. to noon. 

This year's sale features a variety of trees and 

shrubs, including white and red pine, Norway 

and white spruce, white cedar, silver maple, 

white birch, nannyberry, American highbush 

cranberry, sumac, red and bur oak, black 

walnut, and sycamore. Trees are bare root 

stock, and are sold in bundles of 10 for $20 to 

$30 per bundle (cash and credit card 

accepted). 

They are available on a first-come, first-served 

basis, and quantities of specific species may be 

limited. All proceeds from the sales support 

NVCA’s forestry program. This year, the 

forestry program will see more than 130,000 

trees planted across the watershed. The trees, 

planted primarily on private lands, are funded 

through landowner contributions and grants. 

These future forests will help to moderate the 

effects of both drought and flooding, reduce 

soil erosion, provide habitat for wildlife and 

mitigate climate change. They are also an 

important economic resource. 

The Tiffin Centre for Conservation is located at 

8195 8th Line of Essa, about 10 minutes west 

of Barrie. For more information on the sale 

including maps and directions, visit nvca.on.ca 

or call 705-424-1479. 
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NVCA’s Arbour Day tree sale runs May 12 

May 7, 2018, Alliston Herald 

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 

(NVCA) holds its annual Arbour Day tree sale 

on Saturday, May 12, at the Tiffin Centre for 

Conservation in Utopia. 

NVCA’s forestry staff will be on-hand to answer 

questions at the tree sale, which runs from 8 

a.m. to noon. 

This year's sale features a variety of trees and 

shrubs, including white and red pine; Norway 

and white spruce; white cedar; silver maple; 

white birch; nannyberry; American highbush 

cranberry; sumac; red and burr oak; black 

walnut; and sycamore. 

Trees are bare root stock, and are sold in 

bundles of 10 for $20 to $30 per bundle (cash 

and credit card accepted). 

All proceeds from the sales support NVCA’s 

forestry program. 

For more information visit nvca.on.ca or call 

705-424-1479. 
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Volunteers needed for spring tree planting 

Community groups, families and individuals are welcome, 

as are high school students in need of community hours  

Apr 25, 2018 Barrie Today & Bradford Today

UTOPIA – The Nottawasaga Valley 

Conservation Authority (NVCA) is looking for 

volunteers to help plant thousands of native 

trees across the watershed. 

Volunteers are needed for tree planting events 

throughout the spring, including plants in: 

 New Tecumseth on May 5

 Bradford West Gwillimbury on May 5

 Innisfil on May 6

 Minesing Wetlands (near Angus) on May

11, 12 and 16

 Essa on May 12

 Adjala-Tosorontio on May 12 and 27

 New Lowell on May 15

 Shelburne on May 26

 Mono on May 28

Community groups, families and individuals are 

welcome, as are high school students in need 

of community hours. Orientation will be 

provided on planting days. Volunteers should 

come prepared for all weather (except 

lightning storms) with sturdy shoes, a hat, 

sunscreen, work gloves, water, and a shovel if 

possible. 

In addition to the events already scheduled, 

NVCA is looking for community groups to take 

on plants in Stayner, Angus and Adjala-

Tosorontio, with dates to be scheduled at the 

convenience of the group. 

It takes a team to plant tens of thousands of 

trees within a four-week window every spring! 

Planting leaders coming from NVCA, the Nature 

Conservancy of Canada, the Nottawasaga 

Watershed Improvement Program and the 

South Simcoe Streams Network. These 

community tree plants are part a larger 

program to increase streamside habitat and 

improve water quality in the watershed. 

For details on any of these events, including 

information on how to sign-up, click here or 

call 705-424-1479. 
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Volunteers needed for tree planting in South Simcoe 

May 2, 2018, Alliston Herald 

 

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 

(NVCA) needs volunteers to help plant 

thousands of native trees across the 

watershed. 

Volunteers are needed for tree planting events 

throughout the spring, including plants in: 

• New Tecumseth on May 5 

• Bradford West Gwillimbury on May 5 

• Innisfil on May 6 

• Minesing Wetlands on May 11, 12 

and 16 

• Essa on May 12 

• Adjala-Tosorontio on May 12 and 27 

• New Lowell on May 15 

• Shelburne on May 26 

Community groups, families and individuals are 

welcome, as are high school students in need 

of community hours. Orientation will be 

provided on planting days. Volunteers should 

come prepared for all weather (except 

lightning storms) with sturdy shoes, a hat, 

sunscreen, work gloves, water and a shovel if 

possible. 

NVCA is also looking for community groups to 

take on plants in Stayner, Angus and Adjala-

Tosorontio. 

It takes a team to plant tens of thousands of 

trees within a four-week window every spring. 

Planting leaders coming from NVCA, the Nature 

Conservancy of Canada, the Nottawasaga 

Watershed Improvement Program and the 

South Simcoe Streams Network. These 

community tree plants are part a larger 

program to increase streamside habitat and 

improve water quality in the watershed. 

For more details visit nvca.on.ca or call 705-

424-1479. 
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Springwater News – May 3, 2018 
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Shelburne Community Volunteer Plant: Help Is Needed 

Shelburne Freelancer, May 18, 2018 

 

Come Out For A Fun Day Of Tree Planting & 

Meet People In the Community! 

Many hands make light work! 

Please Help Spread The Word! 

 

Community Volunteer Tree Plant 

Date: Saturday, May 26, 2018 10:00 AM – 

2:00 PM 

Location: Walters Creek in Shelburne 

(parking at the Shelburne sign, west off Hwy 

10, north of Susan St.) 

Volunteers Needed! 

Come out to help plant native trees and shrubs 

along this rehabilitated section of Walters 

Creek! 

Trees will help shade the creek, stabilize the 

banks, and bring back the brook trout – 

hopefully! 

All tree plants include an orientation. 

Individuals and groups (schools, community 

organizations) welcome! 

Remember to Bring: Rubber boot ideal (at 

least closed-toed shoes/boots), gloves, 

sunscreen, bugspray, hat, water, lunch, snacks 

and a shovel if you have one (we’ll bring some 

too). 

Students: Remember to bring your volunteer 

form! 

Click here to Register 

Location & Parking: off Hwy 10, Shelburne, ON 

(head north, parking lot on west at the 

Shelburne sign, N of Susan St) 

Any questions? Contact Shannon Stephens at 

sstephens@nvca.on.ca or 705 424-1479 ext 

239. 

Hosted by NVCA, in partnership with the 

Shelburne Rotary, and the Town of Shelburne. 

nvca.on.ca 
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National Volunteer Week event celebrates conservation champions 
Conservation Authority presented Young Conservation Champion awards to two environmentally-
minded young people 

Apr 20, 2018 
Barrie Today & Collingwood Today (Apr 19, 2018) 

NVCA Conservation Champions. Supplied photo 

UTOPIA - Volunteers, land stewards and 

community partners took centre stage at the 
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority’s 

Evening of Thanks on April 17. 

The event, held during National Volunteer 
Week, celebrated the contributions of 

individuals, organizations and businesses that 
provide their time and talent to protect and 
enhance the environment of the Nottawasaga 

Valley watershed. 

“Last year we were fortunate to have more 
than 1,500 volunteers step forward to help 

plant trees, make maple syrup, help with 
summer camp programming and much, much 
more,” said Town of the Blue Mountains 

Deputy Mayor Gail Ardiel, chair of the NVCA 
board of directors. “NVCA would not be able to 
deliver the high quality stewardship and 

education programs we do without the support 
of our volunteers, private landowner stewards 
and community partners.” 

NVCA also announced the recipients of the 
Conservation Champion Awards at the event. 
Conservation champions are individuals, 

community groups, businesses, partners or 
agencies who have contributed to an 
environmental improvement project in one of 

the NVCA’s 18 member municipalities, 
spanning across Simcoe, Dufferin and Grey 
counties. 

Matt Monkman received the Conservation 
Champion, Individual, award for his work to 
protect birds, mammals and other creatures 

that can become ensnared in discarded fishing 

line. Mr. Monkman designed, built and installed 
special tubes to allow anglers to have spot to 
put their used fishing line. 

The tubes are located at popular fishing 
locations along the Nottawasaga River and its 
tributaries, Lake Simcoe and other lakes and 

rivers in Ontario. Once collected, Mr. Monkman 
then sends the fishing line back to 
manufacturers for recycling. 

The Stayner Lions Club received the 
Conservation Champion, Group, award for their 
project to plant 150 trees across Clearview 

Township in 2017. The Lions offered a sugar 
maple to each of the nine community halls in 
Clearview and planted the rest in settlement 

areas, including many in Station Park in 
Stayner. 

The Town of New Tecumseth was recognized 

with Conservation Champion, Municipal, award 
for its long-standing support of the South 
Simcoe Streams Network, a partner agency of 

the NVCA. 

Each year, the Town provides South Simcoe 

Streams Network with a central facility from 
which to stage its spring ‘Trees for Streams’ 
events. Further, New Tecumseth staff and 

council representatives serve with the network, 
and the Town provides funding support for 
local projects through the New Tecumseth 

Streams Committee. In 2017, the Town was an 
active partner in community planting events at 
Coventry Park in Tottenham and at Riverdale 

Park in Alliston. 

The Young Conservation Champion award went 
to two environmentally-minded young people. 

Aidan McDiarmid from Bear Creek Secondary 
School was recognized for his nearly 150 hours 
of volunteer contributions to stewardship and 

conservation causes, including time spent 
doing river restoration and tree planting with 
NVCA and its partner organizations. 

No less impressive,Cassidy Morgan from Jean 
Vanier Catholic High School was recognized for 
her efforts to enhance fish habitat along 
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Coates Creek, including helping with fish 
migration studies, tree planting and building 

wood duck boxes. 

NVCA’s Agricultural Advisory Committee 
recognized two projects with Agricultural 

Stewardship Awards: 

 Bill Bannerman of BJ Construction was 
recognized for his efforts to restore 620 

m of stream channel and plant over 
3,000 trees on his farm. 

 The Morgan Family was recognized for 

the stewardship initiatives they 
undertook on their family farm on 
Coates Creek, including restoring 2 

hectares of wetland, planting over 3,300 
trees, naturalizing 1,500 m of stream 
channel, and installing agricultural 

erosion controls that will reduce soil loss 
by nearly 4 tonnes a year. 

These projects were the work of many hands: 

166 volunteers helped plant the trees on the 
farms. Both of these projects illustrate the 

benefits of the agricultural and environmental 
sectors coming together with community 
groups and individuals for the health of the 

watershed. 

Finally, NVCA recognized the Simcoe County 
District School Board with a Conservation 

Partner Award. For more than three decades, 
the SCDSB and NVCA have worked together to 
provide thousands of students each year 

with meaningful and memorable experiences in 
nature. 

Among the many projects that the SCDSB and 

NVCA currently offer are a series of multi-day 
natural habitat workshops that see Grade 4 
students learn about and take action to 

enhance the wild spaces and wildlife in their 
school neighbourhoods, and hands on 
environmental education for high school 

students focused on stream rehabilitation, 
storm water management and wilderness 
survival skills. 
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NVCA hands out awards to champions of the environment 

April 22, 2018, Wasaga Sun 

 

Volunteers, land stewards and community 

partners took centre stage at the Nottawasaga 

Valley Conservation Authority’s Evening of 

Thanks on April 17. 

The event celebrated the contributions of 

individuals, organizations and businesses that 

provide their time and talent to protect and 

enhance the environment of the Nottawasaga 

Valley watershed. 

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 

(NVCA) also announced the recipients of the 

Conservation Champion Awards at the event. 

Matt Monkman received the Conservation 

Champion, Individual Award for his work to 

protect birds, mammals and other creatures 

that can become ensnared in discarded fishing 

lines. Monkman designed, built and installed 

special tubes to allow anglers to have a spot to 

put their used fishing line. The tubes are 

located at popular fishing locations along the 

Nottawasaga River and its tributaries, Lake 

Simcoe and other lakes and rivers in Ontario. 

Once collected, Monkman then sends the 

fishing line back to manufacturers for 

recycling. 

The Stayner Lions Club received the 

Conservation Champion Group, Award for their 

project to plant 150 trees across Clearview 

Township in 2017. The Lions offered a sugar 

maple to each of the nine community halls in 

Clearview and planted the rest in settlement 

areas, including many in Station Park in 

Stayner. 

The Town of New Tecumseth was recognized 

with Conservation Champion, Municipal Award 

for its long-standing support of the South 

Simcoe Streams Network, a partner agency of 

the NVCA. Each year, the town provides South 

Simcoe Streams Network with a central facility 

from which to stage its spring ‘Trees for 

Streams’ events. Further, New Tecumseth staff 

and council representatives serve with the 

network, and the town provides funding 

support for local projects through the New 

Tecumseth streams committee. In 2017, the 

town was an active partner in community 

planting events at Coventry Park in Tottenham 

and at Riverdale Park in Alliston. 

The Young Conservation Champion Award went 

to two environmentally-minded young people. 

Aidan McDiarmid from Bear Creek Secondary 

School was recognized for his nearly 150 hours 

of volunteer contributions to stewardship and 

conservation causes, including time spent 

doing river restoration and tree planting with 

NVCA and its partner organizations. No less 

impressive, Cassidy Morgan from Jean Vanier 

Catholic High School was recognized for her 

efforts to enhance fish habitats along Coates 

Creek, including helping with fish migration 

studies, tree planting and building wood duck 

boxes. 

NVCA’s agricultural advisory committee 

recognized two projects with Agricultural 

Stewardship Awards, including Bill Bannerman 

of BJ Construction, who was recognized for his 

efforts to restore 620 metres of stream 

channel and plant over 3,000 trees on his 

farm. 

The Morgan family was also recognized for the 

stewardship initiatives they undertook on their 

family farm on Coates Creek, including 

restoring two hectares of wetland, planting 

over 3,300 trees, naturalizing 1,500 m of 

stream channel, and installing agricultural 

erosion controls that will reduce soil loss by 

nearly four tonnes a year. 

Finally, NVCA recognized the Simcoe County 

District School Board (SCDSB) with a 

Conservation Partner Award. For more than 

three decades, the SCDSB and NVCA have 

worked together to provide thousands of 

students each year with meaningful and 

memorable experiences in nature. 
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Morgan family and Bill Bannerman recognized
with Agricultural Stewardship Awards: NVCA

NVCA’s Conservation
Champions are those peo
ple, businesses and organ
izations that go above and
beyond to help the envi
ronment.

Volunteers, land stewards
and community partners took
centre stage at the Nottawasaga
Valley Conservation Authority’s
Evening of Thanks last month.

The event, held during Na
tional Volunteer Week, cele
brated the contributions of indi
viduals, organizations and
businesses that provide their
time and talent to protect and
enhance the environment of the
Nottawasaga Valley watershed.

“Last year we were fortunate
to have more than 1,500 volun
teers step forward to help plant
trees, make maple synip, help
with summer camp program
ming and much, much more,”
said Town of the Blue Moun
tains Deputy Mayor Gail Ardiel,
chair of the NVCA board of di
rectors. “NVCA would not be
able to deliver the high quality
stewardship and education pro
grams we do without the sup
port of our volunteers, private
landowner stewards and com
munity partners.”

NVCA also announced the
recipients of the Conservation
Champion Awards at the event.
Conservation champions are in
dividuals, community groups,
businesses, partners or agencies
who have contributed to an en
vironmental improvement proj

ect in one of the NVCA’s 18
member municipalities, span
ning across Simcoe, Dufferin
and Grey counties.

Man Monkman received
the Conservation Champion, In
dividual, award for his work to
protect birds, mammals and
other creatures that can become
ensnared in discarded fishing
line. Mr. Monkman designed,
built and installed special tubes
to allow anglers to have a spot
to put their used fishing line.
The tubes are located at popular
fishing locations along the Not
tawasaga River and its tributar
ies, Lake Simcoe and other
lakes and rivers in Ontario.
Once collected, Mr. Monkman
then sends the fishing line back
to manufacturers for recycling.

The Stayner Lions Club it
ceived the Conservation Cham
pion, Group, award for their
project to plant 150 trees across
Clearview Township in 2017.
The Lions offered a sugar maple
to each of the nine community
halls in Clearview and planted
the rest in settlement areas, in
cluding many in Station Park in
Stayner.

The Town of New Tecum
seth was recognized with Con
servation Champion, Municipal,
award for its long-standing sup
port of the South Simcoe
Streams Network, a partner
agency of the NVCA. Each
year, the Town provides South
Simcoe Streams Network with
a central facility from which to

stage its spring ‘Trees for
Streams’ events. Further, New
Tecumseth staff and council rep
resentatives serve with the net
work, and the Town provides
funding support for local proj
ects through the New Tecumseth
Streams Committee. In 2017,
the Town was an active partner
in conmiunity planting events at
Coventiy Park in Tottenhani and
at Riverdale Park in Alliston.

The Young Conservation
Champion award went to two
environmentally-minded young
people. Aidan McDiarmid
from Bear Creek Secondary
School was recognized for his
nearly ISO hours of volunteer
contributions to stewardship and
conservation causes, including
time spent doing river restora
tion and tree planting with
NVCA and its partner organ iza
tions. No less impressive, Cas
sidy Morgan from Jean Vanier
Catholic High School was rec
ognized for her efforts to en
hance fish habitat along Coates

—-C,
000

C

Creek, including helping with
fish migration studies, tree
planting and building wood
duck boxes.

NVCA’s Agricultural Advi
sory Committee recognized two
projects with Agricultural Stew
ardship Awards:
• Bill Bannerman of BA Con

struction was recognized for
his efforts to restore 620 m of
stream channel and plant over
3,000 trees on his farm.

• The Morgan Family was rec
ognized for the stewardship
initiatives they undertook on
their family farm on Coates
Creek, including restoring 2
hectares of wetland, planting
over 3,300 trees, naturalizing
1,500 m of stream channel,
and installing agricultural ero
sion controls that will reduce
soil loss by nearly 4 tonnes a
year.
These projects were the work

of many hands: 166 volunteers
helped plant the trees on the
farms. Both of these projects il

lustrate the benefits of the agri
cultural and environmental sec
tors coming together with com
munity groups and individuals
for the health of the watershed.

Finally, NVCA recognized
the Simcoe County District
School Board with a Conser
vation Partner Award. For more
than three decades, the SCDSB
and NVCA have worked to
gether to provide thousands of
students each year with mean
ingful and memorable experi
ences in nature. Among the
many projects that the SCDSB
and NVCA currently offer are a
series of multi-day natural habi
tat workshops that see grade 4
students learn about and take ac
tion to enhance the wild spaces
and wildlife in their school
neighbourhoods, and hands on
environmental education for
high school students focused on
stream rehabilitation, storm wa
ter management and wilderness
survival skills.
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Springwater News – May 3, 2018 
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The above photos were
taken at the annual Maple
Syrup Festival held at the
Tiffin Centre for Conserva
tion. It was hosted by the
Nottawasaga Valley Conser
vation Authority and the
Rotary Club of Barrie.

Maple syrup took centre
stage with a pancake and
sausage breakfast, as well as
maple products served at the
sugar shack. Visitors learned
how maple syrup is made to

Joan Beaudry and Carol Forde day and yesteryeat
Other activities included

horse-drawn wagon rides,
crafts, music and an animal
show.

Rotarians . Tiffin’s scenic hiking
Jackson and trails were open with long
Craig Graham LeftS Jon hna S~r.≥h~Oi an and short paths for hikers of
working on the American alligator, all abilities.
bird feeders.

Above-Katie with Scoot~r Visit nvca.on.ca or call
a chinchilla and Cindy with 705424.4479 ifyou require

4—-Co iy an atbirigsur nose any additional information.
~ythoti.

Farm View, May 2018
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SNAP Barrie – May 2018 
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Flood warning 

Bayshore Broadcasting 

by Jill Young 

Saturday, April 14, 2018 

 

The NVCA says precipitation amounts of 

up to 85 mm are forecasted this weekend 

With the rain and freezing rain this weekend, a 

flood warning from local conservation officials. 

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 

says precipitation amounts of up to 85 mm are 

forecast for the watershed through the 

weekend including Monday.  

Precipitation is expected to fall as a mix of rain 

and freezing rain. 

The forecasted significant rainfall is expected 

to increase water levels in rivers, streams and 

low-lying areas. 
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Nottawasaga Valley 

Conservation Authority issues 

flood watch 

Chris Liedtke, Corus Radio 

The Peak 95.1 FM 

April 15, 2018 

 

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 

has issued a Flood Watch. 

Water levels are already high from of Friday’s 

rainfall. 

The additional rain has started to melt the 

snow and ice we received over the weekend. 

Water levels are expected to rise, and could 

overflow banks and cause flooding in some 

low-lying areas. 

Widespread flooding is not anticipated. 

 

© 2018 Corus Radio, a division of Corus 

Entertainment Inc.. 
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Water Safety Statement Issued 

Bayshore Broadcasting 

Phil DeLand   

April 17, 2018 

 

Flood Watch has been downgraded to a 

Water Safety Statement. 

The earlier Flood Watch issued by the 

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority has 

been downgraded to a Water Safety 

Statement. 

Officials are still advising people, especially 

children, to stay away from open bodies of 

water. 

They say banks could be slippery along with 

cold, fast moving water. 

From Thursday through yesterday, a combined 

80-90mm of mixed precipitation fell in the 

watershed. 

With temperatures dropping lower than 

originally anticipated Sunday night, the 

amount of runoff was minimized. 

Authorities say minor local flooding was 

reported in some areas but no additional 

flooding is expected. 

Officials say they will continue to monitor the 

river and stream conditions. 
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Mountain Life Magazine, Spring 2018 
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Phragmites control is bigger than municipal legislation say town 

staff 

Councillors asked staff to report back on a suggestion to require homeowners to remove phragmites 

on their property. 12 

Apr 13, 2018 by: Erika Engel, Collingwood Today 

 

The fight against phragmites requires 

reinforcements. 

That’s according to a staff report presented to 

the Corporate and Community Services 

Standing Committee on April 9. 

Recently councillors asked staff to consider 

options for putting phragmites on a noxious 

weed list or other related bylaw so the town 

could require phragmites removal on private 

and public lands. 

Adam Harrod, a bylaw enforcement officer, 

told the committee the best way to address the 

spread of the invasive weed was with a 

provincial-wide control program. 

Phragmites does not fit the parameters of a 

noxious weed. However the town is technically 

able to add removal of phragmites as a 

requirement in its property standards bylaw, 

but staff is cautioning such an addition would 

present many challenges.  

Firstly, according to Harrod the town does not 

currently have the funding and resources to be 

able to remove phragmites from its own 

property including road allowances, shorelines 

and trails. 

Consultation with Natasha Leahy, a provincial 

level policy advisor in the area of invasive 

species, revealed a list of challenges to 

requiring private landowners to remove 

phragmites within their property boundaries 

including high cost, low success rate, no access 

to herbicides, potential for further spread, 

potential for ecological damage, issues 

determining property lines and potential to 

cause disputes between neighbours. 

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 

(NVCA) also expressed concern at the idea of 

requiring homeowners to remove invasive 

phragmites, according to Harrod. The NVCA 

suggested there was high potential for 

environmental damage and further spread if 

homeowners were not informed on the protocol 

for removing the weed. 

Currently the only controls for invasive 

phragmites are cutting and herbicide applied 

by a licensed pesticide contractor. 

Cutting requires a consistent effort over 

several years to achieve control. If proper 

disposal guidelines are not followed, there is 

potential for further spread of phragmites to 

new areas. 

In areas that dry out and are far enough from 

water, it is possible to use chemicals to control 

stands and this method can be effective within 

two to three years. 

A report by the Ontario Invasive Plant Council 

states invasive phragmites prefers wet areas, 

but the roots can go very deep allowing it to 

thrive in dry condition as well. It is aggressive 

and outcompetes native species for water and 

nutrients. Toxins from the roots can impede or 

even kill neighbouring plants. The density of a 

phragmites stand can also block light to other 

plants. Its tough, rigid stalks reduce habitat 

and impact food supplies and shelter sites for 

various wildlife. 

There are other impacts to hydrology, as the 

phragmites is an ecosystem engineer. It can 

lower water levels in small, isolated wetlands 

(critical habitat for some amphibian wildlife) 

and the rapid growth but slow decomposition 

of phragmites can cause negative impacts to 

drainage. 

The Ontario Invasive Plant Council reports 

phragmites control projects in Ontario cost 

between $865 and $1,112 per hectare. 

The town is currently working with local groups 

such as the Blue Mountain Watershed Trust 
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Foundation, Georgian Bay Forever and the 

NVCA to monitor the species on the shoreline. 

There are also some volunteer groups who 

have been cutting some phragmites stands in 

an attempt to control them in areas around 

town. 

“To date, effective, efficient and 

environmentally responsible control efforts 

have been hindered by the lack of appropriate 

herbicides to deal with the infestation in wet 

areas, the lack of a coordinated plan to stop 

continued spread, and the lack of financial and 

logistical support for community groups and 

government agencies,” states Harrod’s staff 

report. 

He further suggests invasive species 

management is beyond the town’s capacity to 

effectively and sustainably respond to the 

challenge financially and logistically. 

He recommend the town continue to work with 

the NVCA and other community groups in 

phragmites control projects, and support their 

petitions for a province-wide control program 

to eliminate the spread of the weed. 

Click here for Harrod’s full report. It will be 

delivered to council as part of the committee 

notes at the council meeting April 16. 
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Why Silvia Pedrazzi celebrates Lake Simcoe 

The longtime local volunteer is the current environmental liaison for the South Simcoe 

Streams Network 

April 17, 2018, Innisfil Journal 

 

Silvia Pedrazzi has a passion for the 

environment. 

The longtime local volunteer and current 

environmental liaison for the South Simcoe 

Streams Network and Nottawasaga Futures 

has helped Innisfil honour its local watershed 

through the Celebrate Lake Simcoe event each 

summer for the past few years. 

While the event is on hiatus in 2018 to 

reorganize for next year, it has played an 

integral role in the town’s summer event scene 

for several years. Celebrate raises awareness 

of the history and current and future 

environment of the Simcoe watershed. 

“I’ve always loved nature,” Pedrazzi said. 

“There’s a lot of impact from what we do, as 

people.” 

Her commitment to the local environment 

stretches back years. She served on an 

environmental advisory committee in New 

Tecumseth in the 1990s and started a streams 

committee for the municipality. She’s led 

stream restoration work throughout Innisfil, 

and has played an integral role in increasing 

local awareness and engagement in 

environmental restoration efforts. 

The streams committee has been honoured by 

the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 

as a ‘conservation champion.’ 

“I always thought volunteerism was something 

that was needed in every community,” 

Pedrazzi said. “I learned there was a lot of 

need in the community. We’re trying to bring 

hands-on opportunities to youth and all age 

groups. We work with the schools. There may 

not be a passion for the environment in that 

person’s life, but at least they certainly respect 

the environment. And there are people who 

really become passionate about it.” 

Pedrazzi is organizing a tree-planting event for 

Innisfil on May 6. 

Anyone interested in volunteering for the 

Celebrate committee can contact Pedrazzi at 

silvia@nottawasaga.com. 
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Mapping tools you’ll
need on the farm

The calendar says it’s spring
but, I believe most of us are
feeling winter weary! Here’s
hoping that Mother Nature will
soon kick Old Man Winter to
the curb!

This month, I want to bring
your attention to your own
farm properties. Did you know
that you can access mapping of
“features” on your property via
a mapping tool on your local
Conservation Authorities web-
site? Many mapping features
have recently been updated. It
is of utmost importance that

_____________________ property owners make time to
review the mapping. You may

be surprised by what you learn.
The mapping tools are capable of listing various layers of

information such as lot & concession, roads, wetlands, con
servation authority jurisdictions and their regulated areas,
Source Water Protection areas such as Well Head Protection
Zones, Well Head Vulnerability scoring, Significant ground
water recharge areas, and Highly Vulnerable Aquifers. It is
important for property owners to know the designations that
apply to their property as municipalities and Conservation Au
thority’s are not obligated to personally inform each property
owner of identified features and designations. If you are con
sidering any projects such as building structures, bringing in
fill or alternations to the landscape I recommend you do your
due diligence and look at the mapping first.

On the other hand, if you find that features have been iden
tified and mapped that simply are not there please contact the
Conservation Authority and ask staff to review the mapping.
Requesting a ground truthing exercise may be in order.

The following definitions are included for your information.
These are found in the Conservation Authorities Act.

Water course an identifiable depression in the ground in
which a flow of water regularly or continuously occurs.

Wetland seasonally or permanently covered by shallow
water or has a water table close to or at it’s surface. Directly
contributes to the hydrological lbnction of a watershed through
connection with a surface watercourse. Has hydric soils, the
formation of which has been caused by the presence of abun
dant water and has vegetation dominated by hydrophytic plants
or water tolerant plants, the dominance of which has been
favoured by the presence of abundant water. But, does not
include periodically soaked or wet land that is used for
agricultural purposes and no longer exhibits a wetland
characteristic.

Your local Conservation Authority administers a regulation
made under Section 28 of the Conservation Authorities Act
known as the Development. Interference with Wetlands and
Alterations to Shorelines and Watercourses Reeulation. No
person shall carry on the following activities or permit another
person to carry on the following activities in the area ofjuris
diction of an authority.
• Activities to straighten, change, divert or interfere in any

way with the existing channel of a river, creek, stream or
watercourse or to change or interfere in any way with a
wetland.

• Development activities in areas that are within the Author
ity’s area ofjurisdiction and are hazardous lands, wetlands,
river or stream valleys the limit ofwhich shall be determined
in accordance with the regulations, areas that are adjacent
or close to the shoreline of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence
River System or to an inland lake and that may be affected
by flooding, erosion or dynamic beach hazards, other areas
in which development should be prohibited or regulated,
as may be determined by the regulations.
This is the regulation enforced by regulation officers at

Conservation Authorities. For more information on regulated
areas and permit fees visit your local Conservation Authority
website.
www.nvca.on.ca Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority
www.lsrca.on.ca Lake Simcoe Region Conservation
Authority
www.trca.ca Toronto Region Conservation Authority
www.cvc.ca Credit Valley Conservation

Wishing you a safe andproductiveplanting season!

By Leah Emms
OFA Member Sen/ices Rep.
705-722-5511
Leah.Emms@ofa.on.ca
www.ofa.on.ca

Farm View - May 2018

 
Page 29



Shelburne Mayor Ken Bennington Weighs In On Council’s Decision 

Process Regarding Shelburne’s Fiddle Park Sale 

MAY 17, 2018 

By Alex McLellan, Shelburne Freelancer 

Following Shelburne Town Council’s unanimous 

decision to consider the proposal of the sale of 

Shelburne’s wildly popular green space and 

local community hub, a venue for community 

functions, Fiddle Park. Shelburne Mayor Ken 

Bennington kindly ran through the process of 

just how the decision came to pass. A surprise 

to the community when the announcement of 

the sale was released to the community on 

May 14, 2108 following a Town Council 

meeting, Mayor Bennington revealed Council 

has been considering and reviewing the idea 

for some time. 

 “Council was originally approached by a 

proponent, with an idea of a land exchange. 

This activity had been done in the past, so 

Council listened to the proposal. Throughout 

discussions, it became apparent that due to 

the NVCA (Nottawasaga Valley Conservation 

Authority) restrictions on the property being 

offered for exchange, that this particular deal 

had no further merit, and discussions stopped. 

After a few months, the proponents returned 

with an offer to purchase, in excess of $7 

million dollars. The possibility to directly invest 

millions of dollars into parks and recreation in 

the Town of Shelburne proved fruitful to Town 

Council. On Monday night, Council considered 

the offer of purchase and sale, and in a 

unanimous recorded vote of 7-0, decided to 

pursue the sale of Fiddle Park lands. According 

to our bylaws, we must first declare the 

property as surplus, and advertise the required 

notices etc. Council has until June 4th, to 

ultimately decide. These discussions have been 

ongoing for some time, I would estimate a 

year, but I could find out the actual date if 

required, ” commented Mayor Bennington. 

Mayor Bennington also commented that during 

the June 4th scheduled Council meeting, 

Council will have the opportunity to change 

their mind’s on the vote having been made 

aware of all public written submissions sent to 

Town Clerk Jennifer Willoughby by the June 1st 

deadline. There has not as of yet been a 

formal, actual plan of exactly where monies 

from the sale of the Park Lands will be 

allocated to in a detailed obligatory manner, 

but that is expected to be made public moving 

forward. Also worth noting, there has not as of 

yet been a plan revealed to the public of 

another location where a “Fiddle Park” type of 

venue could be located in future, which is a 

concern to both festival goers and current 

home owners who do no not want such a 

venue in their back yards. 

While many Shelburnites are affronted, 

shocked, even profoundly saddened by the 

possible loss of Fiddle Park, some are definitely 

siding with Council’s decision hoping for 

continued future growth in Shelburne and by 

such a sale, encouraging box stores and other 

business start ups to also come to Shelburne, 

securing future transportation opportunities, 

upgrades to current infrastructure, and 

sustainability for future generations. A 

complicated issue with strong local feedback 

both for and against the sale, the community is 

asking the tough questions. Shelburnites are 

curious as to how a bedroom community can 

make the transition to a thriving metropolis so 

quickly, citing the old adage of putting the cart 

before the horse begging the question of 

whether “future Shelburne” will become a town 

of only houses and when transportation 

arrives, question whether commuting 

opportunities will actually encourage 

Shelburnites to leave daily, shopping, working, 

attending medical appointments and the other 

obligations elsewhere and result in lack of local 

financial support for businesses. How much of 

our Shelburne population is actually present 

during the daytime shopping hours? Enough to 

support a number of box stores? Do we have 

statistics to support or dispute the concept? 

These are questions that can be directed to 

Town Hall for answers. In the media release 

issued earlier in the week, Council encourages 

all questions be written and submitted by June 

1, 2018 to Town clerk Jennifer Willoughby and 

a final decision will be made by Council by June 

4, 2018 at the scheduled Council Meeting. The 
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public is welcome to attend the Council 

meeting which takes place June 4, at 7 p.m. at 

Shelburne Town Hall. As more details become 

available, The Shelburne Freelancer will 

provide updates ensuring the importance of 

continuously becoming aware of ALL THE 

FACTS.  
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Flood concerns may limit plan to redevelop trailer park near Loretto 

New owner wants to build sewage facility, make hydro and road improvements 

May 22, 2018  

by Brad Pritchard  Alliston Herald 

 

The new owner of a trailer park near Loretto is 

looking to spend about $13 million to spruce 

up the property through the addition of new 

trailers, a sewage system and more, but flood 

risks may prevent him from seeing the full 

project through. 

The details of the proposal are outlined in a 

zoning bylaw amendment application 

submitted by owner David MacDonald, which 

was discussed at the May 14 council meeting 

but was deferred until next month to allow him 

have more discussions with the Nottawasaga 

Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA) and to 

also gather other information requested by 

council. 

The township’s director of planning, Jacquie 

Tschekalin, said the park at 3754 Concession 

Road 5 has operated for over 50 years and 

many of the trailers are in poor shape. 

She said most of them are serviced with 

decades old septic containers and propane 

tanks, which pose environmental risks due to 

their close proximity to the Nottawasaga River, 

especially in the event of a flood. 

MacDonald wants to replace all of the trailers 

with modern ones and to hook them up to a 

modern sewage treatment facility and hydro 

service. 

“We have no way of knowing if the septic tanks 

are leaking, so I think that's something we 

need to keep in mind,” she said. “We have an 

existing situation and this is a good 

opportunity to make improvements to it.” 

He is also looking at moving trailers further 

away from the river and upgrading the roads 

to give better access to emergency services. 

Tschekalin said the NVCA isn’t supportive of 

the proposal since the property rests in a 

floodplain. 

While the township only requires the trailers to 

have a 15-metre setback from the river, some 

councillors requested the owner abide by the 

NVCA's preference of at least 30 metres.  

Tschekalin said the owner wouldn’t need the 

NVCA’s approval to make some of the changes, 

like replacing the trailers, but would need the 

agency to issue permits in order to move 

ahead with building a sewage facility. 

The proposal also seeks to reduce the number 

of trailers from 471 to 453 and to change the 

trailer park from seasonal to year-round use. 
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Fiddle Park Proposed Sale Update: Mayor Bennington Helps Clarify 

Chronology Of Events Remarking There Were No Restrictions On 

Fiddle Park Lands 

Shelburne Freelancer 

May 23, 2018 

 

Amidst confusion over the proposed sale of 

Fiddle Park Lands and the connection to the  

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 

(NVCA), a poignant statement was provided 

regarding The Shelburne Freelancer inquiry 

into Shelburne Town Council’s involvement 

with NVCA regarding the potential sale of 

Shelburne’s Fiddle Park. Nottawasaga Valley 

Conservation Authority’s Communications 

Coordinator, Heather Kepran, commented, “To 

date, NVCA’s involvement has been limited to 

being consulted by the Town of Shelburne 

regarding the site’s natural hazards(risk of 

flooding, erosion, etc.) and natural features 

(presence of wetlands and other ecological 

features.)” 

The above statement will come as a surprise as 

the Town of Shelburne had previously stated 

that the NVCA had so many restrictions placed 

on the land that sale of the land was too 

difficult to be considered. Mayor Bennington 

when asked, generously offered to clarify the 

chronology of the situation in the event there 

was confusion with previous information 

released. 

Which lands had restirctions? Mayor 

Bennington explains, “The NVCA and the 

Province of Ontario placed restrictions on the 

parcel of land being offered in the land 

exchange discussions, not on the Fiddle Park 

lands. A developer was interested in the Fiddle 

Park Lands , as payment, a dollar amount was 

offered plus another parcel of land. Former 

Mayor Ed Crewson sold the former Fiddle Park 

under the same conditions. Why wouldn’t my 

Council entertain the same discussions? The 

restrictions were placed on the offered 

property mid-stream of discussions, making 

the offered property of no use to the 

Corporation of the Town of Shelburne, ” 

commented Bennington. 

As the focus of discontent among many 

Shelburnites, The Shelburne Freelancer asked 

for even more clarity and Mayor Bennington 

kindly did so further commenting,” There are 2 

separately distinct parcels of land... developer 

offers to purchase Fiddle Park (land A) for 

cash+his large number acres across town (land 

b) Land b has use restrictions by NVCA . There 

are no, nor have ever been restrictions on the 

parcel of Fiddle Park  being considered for 

development.” 

While this topic continues to ignite strong, 

even passionate sentiments both for and 

against such a sale in any capacity, it is 

expected that Council will soon reveal plans for 

the $7 million if acquired by the proposed sale 

of the land and include a possible proposal for 

where a Fiddle Park type of venue might be 

relocated. Town Council’s next meeting held on 

May 28th, at 7 p.m. is not the meeting the 

where Council will vote on the decision to 

accept of refuse the proposal of the sale of 

Fiddle Park Lands, which is to be held June 4th 

at 7 p.m. at Town Hall.  All questions and 

comments for Council on this topic must be 

addressed to Shelburne Town Clerk, Jennifer 

Willoughby before June 1st. 

For more information on the Nottawasage 

Valley Conservation Authority, contact Heather 

Kepran, Communications Coordinator, 

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority  at 

705-424-1479 x 254 (t) — 705-424-2115 (f) 

— hkepran@nvca.on.ca and  www.nvca.on.ca 
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Five ways to enjoy conservation areas this summer in Simcoe 

County 

Brad Pritchard, Alliston Herald 

May 29, 2018 

 

Hike 

Located on the edge of the Niagara 

Escarpment near Singhampton, a hike through 

the Nottawasaga Bluffs Conservation Area 

offers breathtaking views over the valley 

below, and the chance to explore the limestone 

fissures and caverns along the Bruce Trail’s 

Keyhole Side Trail. 

 

Play 

Get the kids outside for a week of outdoor fun 

at Camp Tiffin, a summer day camp offered at 

the Tiffin Centre for Conservation in Utopia. 

Campers spend their days hiking in the forest, 

bird watching, exploring aquatic life in Papa 

Bear Pond, and learning wilderness skills like 

shelter-building, orienteering and canoeing. 

You don’t need to be a kid to experience the 

Tiffin Centre’s 10-plus kilometres of hiking 

trails (some are accessible) and picnicking 

spots. 

 

Paddle 

Experienced canoeists and kayakers can 

explore the internationally significant Minesing 

Wetlands Conservation Area. Several routes 

through the 6,000 hectare wetlands showcase 

the wide variety of plants, birds and animals 

that make their home in this special 

ecosystem. 

 

Explore 

Now both a national and provincial historic site, 

Fort Willow Conservation Area in Grenfel offers 

history buffs a chance to learn about the vital 

role Willow Depot and the Nine Mile Portage 

played for First Nations communities and later 

during the War of 1812. An accessible trail 

makes this area suitable for all visitors. 

 

Watch 

Bird watchers may want to take a morning and 

“flock” to the Wildlife Viewing Tower and short 

hiking trail in the Minesing Wetlands 

Conservation Area near Angus. Recently 

created wetland ponds have enhanced this 

traditional birding hot-spot! 

 

Entrance to Nottawasaga Valley Conservation 

Authority (NVCA) conservation areas is $6.50 

per vehicle per day, or $45.50 for an annual 

pass. Fees can be paid on-site using a smart 

phone or in advance from a home computer. 

Additional fees apply for Camp Tiffin. 

 

More information can be found at NVCA’s 

website at www.nvca.on.ca under the 

“recreation” tab. 
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W hen I was in grade school, we had a field trip to The

Tiffin Centre for Conservation to learn about air and
water in the environment. Decades later, I can stil
vividly remember the demonstrations and activities

of the day. The educational team at The Tiffin Centre just has a knack
for creating hands-on, engaging learning experiences.

Camp Tiffin (Ages 5-12)

“We make a pact not to write on the board,” says Naomi Saunders,
Environmental Education Fac litator with the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority. Kids learn at Camp Tiffin, but it’s far from
a regular school day. Alongside natural history and orienteering,
kids learn about ecology and our place in the environment. “A lot of
our lessons are in the background, in the dialogue,” says Saunders.
Hands-on experiments and scavenger hunts keep kids active while
they build useful knowledge and skill sets. “What’s great is that
we’re able to borrow from our education program,” Saunders adds.
“We see about 14, 000 children through the schools visiting for
curriculum-related activities.”

Camp Tiffin runs July through August Monday through Friday,
from 9:00am to 4:00pm. Kids can expect to take part in hikes
through the forest, canoeing, pond dipping, and “Predator /
Prey”—an instincts for survival game. Kids can also visit the Free
Play Forest—a fenced-in, loose parts playground—to use small rails,
logs and planks to transform the space. It’s a place for imagination,
exploration and problem so ‘ing through open ended play. Team
building, collaboration, communication, and problem solving are
given a lot of focus at Camp Tiffin. “One of the activities we do
every week is build shelters,” says Saunders. “Each group has their
own ‘clubhouse’ that they build together. With that comes a lot
of different ideas—kids have to work collaboratively to build their
shelter which means usina their neonle-skills.”

Junior Leadership Camp (Ages 13-15)

The-Junior Leadership Camp was created for kids who loved
Camp Tiffin and wanted to continue visiting every summer. “We
had kids who were coming since they were six, and now they were
twelve,” says Saunders. “They weren’t ready to say goodbye to
Camp Tiffin, and we weren’t ready to say goodbye to them either”
At the Junior Leadership Camp, older kids continue to build on their
collaboration and team-building skills, but with an added emphasis
on volunteerism, teaching, and working with chi dren.

The Junior Leadership Camp is a two-part program. In their first
week, Leadership campers spend time with one of the centre’s
instructors—an OCT Certified teacher—to learn about working with
different age groups, effective activities and games, and safety
exercises. “We have one week during July and one week in August
where they can get hands-on foundations programming,” says
Saunders.The second part of the camp incorporates volunteering.
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In their second week, Leadership campers earn a certificate by
being partnered with a Camp Tiffin counsellor and working a forty-
hour volunteer week. “As they’re going into Grade Nine, they can
use those as their community hours,” says Saunders. “And some of
them come back again even after that!”

The Newc.mer Camp

Kids who know Camp Tiffin tend to come back year after year.
But Saunders recalls a particularly successful new program: The
Newcomer Camp. “The Rotary Club of Barrie sponsored twelve
children who were new to Canada—from Sudan, the Ukraine, Japan,
China, Vietnam, and Mexico.” says Saunders. “Being out in nature
is a stress reducer, so being a part of this camp was phenomenal
for them not only for their language, but for their self-confidence.”
So, if you think your kids could benefit from some outdoor t me,
self-confidence boosting, and hands-on learning, visit The Tiffin
Centre’s website or call for more details!
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No Driver’s
Licence this
Summer?
We’ve got you covered with the City’s

1245 year olds, can ride for free on Barrie Transit
and play for free at the City’s 3 Recreation Centres from
July 1-September 3 with the Licence 2 Ride.

1%

*applican~ date of birth must be
January 1st 2003- December 31st 2006.
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University of Waterloo seeks participants for study on impacts of 

flooding in Dufferin County 

Private landowners in Orangeville, Grand Valley, Mono deemed eligible for disaster relief funding after 

flash floods last summer 

Jun 08, 2018 

Chris Halliday, Orangeville Banner 

Have you or someone you know been impacted 

by flooding in Dufferin County? The University 

of Waterloo is conducting a study and wants to 

hear from you. 

Starting on Friday, June 8 until June 30, 

researchers in the university’s faculty of 

environment will be conducting a voluntary 

online survey to help understand how flooding 

has impacted citizens and the greater Dufferin 

County community. 

“We encourage all Dufferin residents to share 

your flood experiences (even if your own home 

did not flood), and how prepared you are for 

future flood events,” reports Shawna Peddle, 

director for Partners for Action in the University 

of Waterloo’s faculty of environment. 

“This research matters because your 

experiences will help Dufferin County to 

improve existing programs, and will help 

Partners for Action, the Canadian Red Cross 

and Dufferin County to develop messages for 

homeowners and renters about the risks of 

floods and ways to prepare before, during and 

after a flood.” 

In late June of last year, a 100-year storm 

blanketed much of Mono, Grand Valley and 

Orangeville with flood waters. Much of Grand 

Valley was overtaken by flash flooding. Several 

families in Hockley Valley were evacuated from 

their homes during what was labelled the most 

significant flooding of Mono since hurricane 

Hazel in October of 1954. 

“Ironically, the massive flooding during that 

event led to the creation of conservation 

authorities,” reported Mono chief 

administrative officer Mark Early, noting the 

June 23 event was the largest flood recorded in 

the watershed since the Nottawasaga Valley 

Conservation Authority’s inception. 

“The flash flood represents a significant natural 

event for the town,” he added. “It represented 

the largest flooding of the Hockley Valley since 

hurricane Hazel.” 

After surveying the damage, officials with 

Ontario’s Ministry of Municipal Affairs would 

declare private landowners in Grand Valley, 

Mono, Adjala-Tosorontio, Mapleton, Minto, New 

Tecumseth and Woolwich eligible for disaster 

relief funding. 

Private landowners in Orangeville were also 

deemed eligible for funding after Mother 

Nature flooded the town with a respective 128 

and 80 millimetres of rain on June 23 and Aug. 

1. 

“I’ve been with the town for 15 years and 

we’ve had more flood events in the last six 

weeks than we’ve had in the last 15 years 

combined,” Orangeville’s director of public 

works, Doug Jones, told the Banner in August. 

Questions for the University of Waterloo’s 

survey range from things residents may have 

done before recent floods in Dufferin, to 

planning and actions taken to prepare for 

future flooding. Information gained by 

researchers will be used to analyze community 

experiences with flooding and flood protection, 

as well as help develop communication 

programs surrounding flood risk awareness. 

Anyone with any questions regarding the study 

is encouraged to contact Peddle at 519-888-

4567 ext. 38938 or by email at 

shawna.peddle@uwaterloo.ca. For more 

information, or to complete the online survey, 

visit floodsurvey.ca/dufferin. 
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A field trip to Tiffin Centre for Conservation near Barrie 

Lake Simcoe Public School kindergarten students skimmed a pond and visited a free play 

forest 

Jun 09, 2018 - Chris Simon, Barrie Advance 

 

We apologize for the inconvenience, Mother 

Nature. 

Earlier this month, several classes of Lake 

Simcoe Public School kindergarten students 

and a few parent chaperones — this on-the-

ground reporter included — broke up the 

peacefulness and tranquility of the Tiffin Centre 

for Conservation forests with laughter and 

squeals of delight. The kids ventured into The 

Hive free play forest and through huts 

designed by older students, and skimmed a 

pond for water bugs, tadpoles and minnows. 

They even caught a crayfish.  

Nature urged the philosophers in this crew to 

speak up, as one demonstrates by asking me 

while we hike whether the stick he held in his 

hand was, in fact, my baby.  

Tiffin is operated by the Nottawasaga Valley 

Conservation Authority and located on more 

than 300 acres, on a site between Barrie and 

Angus. It hosts programming for students of all 

ages. 

The day the Innisfil kindergartners visited was 

cool and rain periodically fell throughout the 

afternoon. But this was the year-end trip for 

the youngsters and spirits weren’t dampened. 

Sleep while you can, Mother Nature. Some new 

kids will be along to wake you with their 

giggles shortly. 

 

Lake Simcoe Public School kindergarten 

student Joshua Marulanda, his dad Alex 

Marulanda and teacher Ryan Rumsey (bottom) 

skimmed pond water for insects and tadpoles 

at the Tiffin Centre near Barrie June 4. - Chris 

Simon/Metroland 

 

  

Lake Simcoe Public School kindergarten 

students ventured into a free play forest at 

Tiffin Centre June 4. - Chris Simon/Metroland 
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Lake Simcoe Public School kindergarten 

students reach to touch a toad at Tiffin Centre 

June 4. - Chris Simon/Metroland 

 

Looking up through the top of a student-built 

hut at Tiffin Centre June 4. - Chris 

Simon/Metroland 

  

Lake Simcoe Public School kindergarten 

students Damian (left) and Travis play in a 

playground area at Tiffin Centre June 4. - Chris 

Simon/Metroland 

 

 

 

Lake Simcoe Public School kindergarten 

students enter a hut built by older kids at Tiffin 

Centre June 4. - Chris Simon/Metroland 

 

 

A Lake Simcoe Public School student caught a 

spider at the Tiffin Centre near Barrie June 4. - 

Chris Simon/Metroland 
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How agencies, municipalities are preparing for future flooding 

events in South Simcoe 

NVCA is being proactive 

Brad Pritchard, Alliston Herald 

June 13, 2018 

 

 

Agencies and municipalities have made changes to 

prepare for future flooding events. NVCA water 

resource engineer Peter Alm said a new alarm system 

for weather and stream monitoring will alert staff when 

a high-rainfall event takes place. - Brad 

Pritchard/Metroland 

 

With the one-year anniversary fast 

approaching of the June 23 flooding that 

caused widespread damage throughout the 

southern areas of the region last summer, 

simcoe.com reached out to local municipalities, 

agencies and residents to see what’s happened 

since the 100-year storm, but also to 

understand what’s being done to prepare for 

what Mother Nature may bring in the future. 

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 

(NVCA) is being proactive on a few different 

fronts. 

The NVCA’s water resource engineer Peter Alm 

said a new alarm system will be implemented 

for our weather and stream monitoring gauge 

network that will trigger an automatic alert to 

flood duty staff in a high-rainfall event. 

After the flooding, the NVCA applied for 

funding through the Federal National Disaster 

Mitigation Program (NDMP) for the parts of 

Mono, Adjala-Tosorontio and New Tecumseth. 

The application was recently approved and 

funding will be used to evaluate flood risk 

(including the frequency of flooding, damage 

value, population affected by flooding) to 

determine which homes are most prone to 

flooding. 

“This in turn will give NVCA and our member 

municipalities a better understanding of flood 

risk to prioritize for emergency response,” he 

wrote. 

The agency was forced to repair the Tottenham 

Dam after it suffered erosion damage to a 

section of the emergency spillway. The design 

and repair cost $45,000, half of which was 

covered by provincial funding. 

The Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs 

activated its Disaster Recovery Assistance for 

Ontarians program (DRAO) for New 

Tecumseth, Adjala-Tosorontio, Mono, Grand 

Valley and other communities on Aug. 3, and it 

was expanded to some other municipalities 

just before Christmas. 

Ministry spokesperson Lee Alderson said the 

province received a total of 78 applications and 

issued over $275,000 in interim and final 

payments to 22 applicants, with additional 

payments being processed on an ongoing 

basis. 

None of that funding made its way to Dorsey 

Farms Ltd. in Beeton, which lost an estimated 

$2.5 million in crops during the flood. 

"We received no funding or government 

assistance at all," wrote employee Bonnie 

Heydon. "We had to bear the impact ourselves.  

Things are very difficult here, and we have 

managed to get backing from the bank for 

another year. Disappointment doesn’t describe 

how we feel." 

New Tecumseth spent more than $850,000 in 

road repairs and service calls, but the amount 
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wasn’t high enough to qualify for relief funding. 

The bulk of this amount was spent by the 

public works and engineering departments on 

repairs to embankments on the 2nd and 7th 

lines, and for a bridge on the 6th Line. 

Adjala-Tosorontio meanwhile spent nearly 

$75,000, not including staff time. 

“Following the flood events, staff conducted an 

analysis and review of response to the floods 

and what could be improved to better protect 

infrastructure,” wrote Adjala-Tosorontio chief 

administrative officer Eric Wargel. “Most of the 

damage to infrastructure from the flooding has 

been repaired.” 

He said the township has also implemented a 

sand bag protocol for residents. 

Steve Kee, spokesperson for the Insurance 

Bureau of Canada, was unable to provide an 

estimate of how much insurable damage was 

caused by the flooding. 

He said it didn't register as a catastrophic 

event with Catastrophe Indices and 

Quantification Inc., which surveys its members 

when storm damages top $25 million. 

 

SIDE BAR 

Government support 

Ontario offers assistance when a natural 

disaster damages municipal infrastructure or 

leads to extraordinary emergency response 

costs. The province will also assist with 

damage to eligible private property. 

Two programs: 

The Municipal Disaster Recovery Assistance 

(MDRA) program helps municipalities that have 

sustained emergency response costs, or 

damage to essential property or infrastructure, 

as a result of a natural disaster. It is not a 

substitute for insurance. 

The Disaster Recovery Assistance for Ontarians 

(DRAO) program provides financial assistance 

to individuals, small businesses, farmers and 

not-for-profit organizations that have 

experienced damage to or loss of essential 

property as a result of a natural disaster. It is 

not a substitute for insurance. 

Detailed information about Ontario’s disaster 

recovery assistance programs is available on 

the ministry website at 

Ontario.ca/disasterassistance. 

The DRAO program is designed to provide 

financial assistance in the aftermath of a 

natural disaster that causes costly, widespread 

damage to eligible private property. 

Furthermore, in April 2015, the federal 

government launched a new National Disaster 

Mitigation Program, focused on flood 

mitigation, with $200 million in funding over 

five years. The Ministry of Housing and 

Municipal Affairs is working to help 

municipalities and others access federal 

funding for flood mitigation projects through 

the program. 

Insurance tips for homeowners 

Anyone with concerns about their coverage 

should contact their insurance representative. 

Prior to two years ago, overland flood 

insurance was not offered.  Insurers were 

hesitant to enter an overland flood market 

where the risk is so difficult to model. 

Insurers are responding to consumers’ needs 

and many are now offering this coverage in 

regions across the country. 

This coverage, along with sewer backup 

coverage, are typically offered as optional 

coverage instead to a home insurance policy. 

Given insurance is a competitive industry, 

products offered by companies differ to meet 

consumers’ unique needs. It’s important to ask 

questions and shop around when purchasing 

insurance 

Sixteen insurers are now offering overland 

flood insurance products across the country. 

However, as it is a competitive industry, 

insurers’ products will differ. It’s important to 

ask questions about what type of coverage you 

have, what limits are in place and what your 

deductible is. This could differ by policy and 

insurer. 
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