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NVCA’s statement in response to Bill 23, the More Homes Built Faster Act 

In response to Bill 23, the More Homes Built Faster Act, which was announced on Tuesday, 
October 25th, 2022, specifically regarding Schedule 2, NVCA offers the following: 

NVCA agrees that there is a housing and affordability issue in the Nottawasaga Watershed 
and across the province, and the Board of Directors are fully supportive of the Ontario 
government to build 1.5 million homes. NVCA is prepared to do our part along with the 
province, upper tier governments and watershed municipalities to ensure that these homes 
are safe from natural hazards.  

However, the proposed legislation may jeopardize the Province’s goals to protect lives and 
properties from natural hazards, result in longer response times and increased costs to 
homes.  

For over 70 years, conservation authorities have been responsible for directing 
development outside of natural hazards, such as floodplains and areas prone to erosion. 
These watershed-based organizations also ensure development does not impact sensitive 
environmental areas, such as wetlands, shorelines and watercourses.  

Conservation Authorities are recognized internationally to be a cost-effective solution to 
help solve challenging local issues on a watershed basis. When planning developments, we 
need to consider how development in one municipality impacts the ones adjacent or 
downstream of them.  

In review of the proposed legislation, there appears to be inconsistency regarding 
protecting lives and properties from natural hazards. While conservation authorities will be 
able to comment on natural hazards for new developments under the Planning Act, there is 
a proposal to exempt developments that have historic Planning Act approvals from natural 
hazard permits.  

In addition, conservation authorities will also be prohibited from entering into agreements 
with municipalities to comment on natural heritage, and select aspects of stormwater 
management reviews.  

In the Nottawasaga Watershed, one important component of natural heritage is wetlands. 
They are important for flood control, water filtering, groundwater recharge and discharge 
and provide important fish and wildlife habitat.  

Wetlands absorb excess rainwater and snowmelt, slow floodwaters helping to alleviate 
property damage and can even save lives. In the face of climate change, wetlands are ever 
more important as we experience more extreme storm events. 

In addition to mitigating flooding, wetlands are intrinsically connected to larger natural 
heritage systems which includes other habitats like streams, rivers and forests. As 



biodiversity hotspots, wetlands are home to species at risk, and provincially and regionally 
rare species, as well as a number of other fish, wildlife and vegetation. 

The degradation of wetlands has cumulative impacts on the watershed – green 
infrastructure will be weakened, native plants and animals will be displaced, migration and 
breeding grounds will be disrupted, climate change resiliency in the watershed will be 
reduced.  

Wetlands are currently evaluated under the Ontario Wetlands Evaluations System. In the 
Nottawasaga Watershed, there are 33 provincially significant wetlands (PSW), 34 important 
but non-provincially significant wetlands as well as approximately 80 wetlands and wetland 
complexes in the Nottawasaga watershed that are unevaluated, but would likely become 
provincially significant if they were evaluated. 

The Ontario government is proposing to change the evaluation system and redefine what 
PSWs are. If the new legislation is approved, the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry is no longer involved in evaluating wetlands. If conservation authorities also are 
taken out of the picture, who will oversee development around wetlands with an objective 
lens?  

The proposed changes are signaling that municipalities will play a large role in protecting 
people and property from natural hazards and the evaluation of wetlands. Municipalities 
have neither capacity nor expertise in water resources engineering, environmental planning 
and regulatory compliance.  

Conservation authorities have been strong partners with upper tier municipalities, who 
provide input and guidance on planning, including development growth, natural heritage, 
waste management, roads and servicing. NVCA has publicly reported that we can deliver 
these services efficiently without lengthening the approvals process, and have delivered 
them under accountable and rigorous service delivery standards.  

As noted above NVCA is here to work with key stakeholders to address housing issues in 
the Nottawasaga Watershed. The Executive Members of NVCA’s Board of Directors 
recommend municipalities retain the option to enter into agreements with conservation 
authorities, and that the Ontario Government pause Bill 23 and continue to work with 
conservation authorities through the multi-stakeholder CA Working Group established in 
2021. 

Sincerely, 

      

Mariane McLeod      Gail Little 

NVCA Chair       NVCA Vice Chair 

 


