
The Nottawasaga River Restoration Program 
(NRRP) is a stream ecosystem restoration 
initiative coordinated by the Nottawasaga 
Valley Conservation Authority and 
Nottawasaga Futures. 

By using scientific fish community, stream 
health and water temperature data, NVCA’s 
biologists are able to identify transition 
zones where water quality and aquatic 
habitat conditions decline.  

These transition zones represent high priority 
sites for habitat restoration under the NRRP. 

Projects provide benefits for flood and erosion 
control as well as optimizing improvements to 
fish habitat, floodplain wetlands and water 
quality. Engaging a wide range of volunteers, 
landowners, community groups and local 
municipalities is a guiding principle of the 
NRRP.  

The Nottawasaga River is the largest 
tributary of Georgian Bay that drains 
the agriculturalized and rapidly 
urbanizing southern Ontario region.  

The river originates near Orangeville 
and flows north for 150 kilometres to 
Georgian Bay at Wasaga Beach, the 
world’s largest freshwater beach.  

The river flows through significant environmental 
features including the Niagara Escarpment World 
Biosphere Reserve and the internationally 
recognized Minesing Wetlands.    

The world class environmental landforms which 
straddle the river and its proximity to the largest 
urban area in Canada make it an invaluable 
recreational resource for the people of Ontario. It 
also provides a critical source of clean water for 
local communities. 

About the Nottawasaga River Restoration Program 

The goals of the NRRP  are to enhance a 
world class trout and salmon sport fishery, 
restore native fish habitat and improve 
water quality in the Nottawasaga River.   

Coldwater trout habitat and water quality in the 
river are both in good condition at the Village of 
Hockley east of the Niagara Escarpment (see 
adjacent map).  Conditions deteriorate quickly 
further downstream however and are measurably 
impacted at Simcoe Road 50.  The objective of 
the NRRP is to extend the good quality trout 
habitat and water at the Village of Hockley, 
31km downstream in the Nottawasaga River 
to its confluence with Innisfil Creek. 

This objective will be achieved through the 
target of restoring 10km of highly impacted 
river habitat within both the 31km reach of the 
Nottawasaga River and its Sheldon Creek 
tributary.  Restoration work will include 
stabilization of eroding banks, installation of trout 
cover habitats, planting trees and constructing 
floodplains.            

A partnership between 

If you’re interested in supporting this program, or for more information, please contact  

Fred Dobbs, NVCA’s Manager of Stewardship Services at 705-424-1479 or fdobbs@nvca.on.ca. 



Between 2018 and 2021, a total 
of 1.2 kilometres of the 
Nottawasaga River and its 
Sheldon Creek tributary has 
been restored through: 

These achievements were made possible by the 
contributions from local landowners, environmental 
volunteers, South Simcoe Streams Network, 
Nottawasaga Steelheaders, Headwaters Streams 
Committee, Headwaters Flyfishers, Township of Adjala 
Tosorontio and the Rural Town of Mono.  

The NRRP is funded by the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Patagonia-
Tides Foundation, Bass Pro Shops – Cabelas Outdoor 
Fund, HJ McDonald Foundation, Takla Foundation, 
Somerville Nurseries and Rumball Excavation. 

NVCA and Nottawasaga Futures 
hope to accelerate the rate of river 
restoration as more support and 
funding is secured. 

The NRRP has been designed to provide 
large-scale improvements to world class 
recreational fisheries and native fish 
populations.  

The proposed river restoration work will 
improve spawning habitat and increase the 
production of migratory rainbow trout and 
Chinook salmon which currently support 
strong sport fisheries in Georgian Bay and 
the Nottawasaga River. Habitat restoration 
will also expand the excellent resident 
brown trout fishery in the upper river.  

Anticipated water quality improvements 
from the NRRP will benefit native fish 
populations including one of the largest 
spawning populations of lake sturgeon in 
southern Ontario as well as non-parasitic 
northern brook lamprey. Both these native 
fish are “species at risk”. 

Stabilization of 1.2 
kilometres of eroding 
stream bank including 
installation of trout cover 
habitats 

Planting of 9,000 native 
trees by volunteers and 
professional crews 

Construction of a 70m long 
spawning habitat channel 
and 0.7 ha of river-side 
floodplain 

Installation of 2.5 
kilometres of livestock 
exclusion fencing  

The Nottawasaga River Restoration Program is made possible through generous 
funding and support from the following organizations: 


