Nature Program at Tiffin
Thank you so much for your interest in our soon-to-be Forest School Program!
We are so excited to provide this opportunity for families in our 'Neck of the Woods!' That
being said, we are not there yet! We have not yet completed all of the steps on our way to
being a Forest and Nature School. So, we are starting small until we are able to fully develop
the skills and methods necessary to be in line with the Forest and Nature School pedagogy and
practices.
To name a few:

1. Emergent, child lead, and play-based learning: the learning comes from what emerges as new and interesting to my students
2. Risky play: to be a guide to help students assess for themselves what is safe, and therefore develop resilience and confidence
3. Land-based education: regular and repeated visits to the same outdoor space so that children can develop a relationship with the land and better understand their connection with it
4. Support open-ended play in nature, with loose parts, providing the freedom of student choice to follow
their curiosity and focus on the process, not the product at the end of the program.
Q&A
You likely have questions. Here we are
including all of the things we imagine you
would like to know about what our program
offers your family.

Location
The Tiffin Centre has 300 acres of forests,
meadows, wetlands and ponds to explore.

Forest Cabin

• Forest Cabin as our home base nestled

within a sugar bush

• Free Play Forest

• Picnic

pavilion for
inclement
weather

• Accessible

trail system
and
all-terrain
wheelchairs

Camp Tiffin is located at:
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority
Tiffin Centre for Conservation
8195 8th Line, Utopia, ON L0M 1T0

How is the program structured?
There will be at least two educators running each program with as many as 14
children. All staff have completed their
Vulnerable Sector Check and CPR Level C
with First Aid.
At times we may have a volunteer and/or a
high school co-op student helping with the
program. Volunteers and co-op students do
not work unsupervised and volunteers over
the age of 18 have also completed their
Vulnerable Sector Check.

Children will not be further organized by
age within the group as children will be at
different developmental levels and we
would like them to feel comfortable with
the activities they chose. As we will be
running the program with 2 educators
working together, at times we can be in
close proximity with two activities. That
way, students at a different level or risk
threshold will have ample choice.

Tools for working with wood can include:
potato peelers, loppers, small hacksaws,
bow saws and sheath knives. All tools will
be kept in a safe location and returned
after their use.

Free Play Forest—The Hive
The Hive is a favorite place for our
youngest visitors as they can freely explore
the wonders of the forest.
Defined by a cedar rail fence, The Hive
offers a contained space for free play in
nature. As a build-it-yourself loose parts
playground, students transform The Hive
using child-size rails, logs and planks. It is
a place for imagination, exploration and
problem solving through open-ended play.

We are a strength-based program, in that,
we highlight what we all do well. Focusing
on deficits only focuses on the negative,
and our nature program focuses on the
positive. So, if children have challenges, we
will focus on what they do well, which will
help them develop a positive attitude about
themselves.

Risky play
We recognize that there is immense value
in play that is exciting and challenging,
which allows children to grow their skill
sets and see themselves as capable people.
There can be minor injuries with such play,
however it is through these opportunities
that children learn how to regulate
themselves, assess risk, and learn their
limitations.
Risky activities will be introduced gradually,
by trained staff, when the time is
appropriate. These activities will be
supervised closely and can include slack
lines, small zip-line, climbing trees, making
fire with flint and steal, and working with
wood.

Free-play forest
Food Policies
We do not provide food or drinks for
programs and due to the potential for a
life-threatening situation, we ask that
snacks and lunches do not include nuts.
We also ask that participants not share or
trade food.

Washroom
While accidents can happen, we expect
that the children enrolled in this program
have already been toilet trained. There
are 2 outdoor washrooms available, which
are automated, heated and with running
water.

What COVID-related measures will be
in place for student safety, especially
for indoor classroom time, or rainy/
extreme cold days?
We spend most of our day outdoors,
regardless of Covid-19. Proper clothing for all
kinds of weather is key to helping to keep all
children comfortable outside in the fresh air.
We go out rain or shine, unless there are
thunderstorms, and/or high winds (60km/hr
+.) If we need to go inside due to inclement
weather, we have 3 options.

While the group will be considered a cohort,
we will have the option to break into smaller
cohort groups if we need to be inside which
the Forest Cabin can accommodate safely
with physical distancing. We would take turns
using this space to warm up and/or dry off.
There are 2 sources of heat inside.
If we feel we will be inside for longer, we also
have the option of opening up our much
larger picnic pavilion which also has a heat
source. The whole group could be inside and
distanced in the pavilion.
We can also put up tarps outside and remain
outside if the weather is only wet.
Gradually, participants will build up their
acceptance of challenging weather.

Masks
With the lifting of masking in Ontario, people
are not required to wear a mask at our
program, however they are welcome to.
Education staff will continue to wear their
masks inside for your families protection.

Symptoms during program
If after a child has been dropped off for
program they begin to exhibit symptoms, the
child will be removed from the group. Ideally,
we can wait for parents/guardians to pick
them up outside, but should symptoms be
more severe, we do have a secluded location
with a sick bed if needed.

Equipment and cleaning
To limit transmission of the COVID-19
virus, shared objects will be limited, and if
shared they will be disinfected between
uses with Oxivir Tb or Glen Martin
Disinfectant RTU.

Refunds and Cancellation
Please note that the program may be
cancelled at any time due to Covid-19
restrictions. If programming is already
underway that day, there will not be a
refund for the day. If the cancellation
occurs the day before programming, or with
longer notice, a refund will be issued.
If your child misses a session, there won’t
be a refund.
If you need to cancel the full 6 week
session, we will retain 25% of the fee to
cover the admin costs, as long as 2 weeks
notice is given. This will allow us time to fill
the spot.

Label all Items
To help us get all your child's belongings
home at the end of the week, make sure
their names are on all personal items.

Leave Valuables at Home
Leave valuables at home. These have a
habit of falling out of pockets and getting
lost in the
woods! If
campers do
bring
valuables
we are not
responsible
for them.

Drop Off & Pick Up Times
At this time, extended care is not
available.
Tuesday Half Day Program
(1 guardian is permitted to stay
for this program)

Forest Cabin

Drop off: 9:15-9:30
Pick up: 12:30-12:45
Thursday Full Day Program
Drop off: 9:15 - 9:30 a.m.
Pick up: 3:00 3:15 p.m.
Drop off & pick up Location
Drop off and pick up will be at the
cabin. Our educator will sign your
child in and out of camp, so please
be sure to check in with us before
you leave, so that we know where
all children are.

Where can I learn more about Forest Schools?
http://childnature.ca
https://childnature.ca/when-you-want-to-say-be-careful/
https://childnature.ca/the-unspoken-words-of-risky-play/

If you feel that this program is still of interest to
you and your family, you can register through this
link.

https://camptiffin.nvca.on.ca/
Screening
We will ask parents while dropping off children if their child(ren) have Covid-19 symptoms. You
no longer have to send us an email with a Covid-19 screening.

Photographs and Video—Media Permission and Privacy
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority considers your child’s privacy to be a serious
matter. All steps possible will be taken to protect your child’s privacy. During registration,
you will be asked to accept or decline our photo permission waiver. It states;
The Nottawasaga Conservation Authority will assume that permission is given for pictures and
video to be taken during any program or activity, to be used to promote conservation
education and/or recreation. As well, as part of our process to become an accredited Forest
and Nature School Program, we are required to create video documents of our journey learning
how to best guide your children.
If you are okay with both scenarios mentioned above, please accept and grant us permission.
If you are not okay with giving permission, we will respect your privacy when you do not click
on the accept and grant us permission.
If you would like more options, do not click to accept and upon completing registration you can
use the more fulsome request with multiple options which is sent out automatically.

