
 
 
Staff Report: 19-04-17-BOD 
 
Date: 24/03/2017 
 
To: Chair and Members of the Board of Directors 
 
From:  Heather Kepran 
 Communications Coordinator 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Communications Report – Feb. 11 to Mar. 12, 2017 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
RESOLVED THAT: Staff Report No. 19-04-17-BOD regarding NVCA 
Communications – Feb. 11 to Mar. 12, 2017, be received. 
 
 
Purpose of the Staff Report 
This staff report presents a summary of NVCA media coverage and public outreach 
during the period of Feb. 10 to Mar. 12, 2017. 
 
Background 
The following outlines the communications and media coverage during the period. 
 
1.  Media coverage solicited by NVCA 
All media releases can be found on NVCA website under "News." 
 
Flood Watch, Issued Feb. 24, 2017 (Note: for all flood notices, coverage includes radio 
and social media; the items below are a sample of the full coverage) 

Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

Warnings issued over high 
water levels 

Bayshore 
Broadcasting (FM) 

Feb. 24 NVCA 

NVCA Issues Flood Warning Collingwood 
Enterprise-Bulletin 

Feb. 24 NVCA 

http://www.nvca.on.ca/news
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Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

Flood watches issued as rain 
and warm weather continue 

CTV Barrie Feb. 24 TV segment included 
interview with Peter 
Alm, Water Resource 
Engineer 

Flood Watch 
 
(no clip) 

My FM, 92.1 New 
Tecumseth Today 

Feb. 24 Peter Alm, Water 
Resource Engineer 
(interview) 

Flood watch continues across 
Simcoe County 

CTV Barrie Feb. 25 NVCA 

 
March Break Monday Program at the Tiffin Centre, Issued Feb. 24, 2017 
Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

10 things to do with your kids 
on March Break in Simcoe 
County 

Simcoe.com 
(Metroland Online) 

Mar. 10 NVCA 

Round up of March break 
activities in New Tecumseth 
area 

Alliston Herald Mar. 11 NVCA 

 
Watershed Condition Statement: Flood Outlook, Issued Feb. 21, 2017 
Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

Flooding possible as mild 
weather and rain move in 

CTV Barrie Feb. 21 NVCA 

NVCA Flood Advisory Update My FM, 92.1 New 
Tecumseth Today 

Feb. 22 NVCA 

Rainfall warning: Concerns 
continue over this winter 
melt 

CTV Barrie Feb. 23 NVCA 

Spring Flood Discussion 
(http://www.cbc.ca/news/ca
nada/toronto/programs/ontar
iomorning/ontario-morning-
podcast-monday-february-
27-2017-1.4000714 - starts 
at 7:30 - 11:30) 

CBC Ontario Morning 
(with Wei Chen) 

Feb. 27 Sheri Steiginga, Flood 
Operations Field 
Specialist 
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Volunteers needed for Tiffin Centre Maple Syrup Program, Issued Feb. 14, 2017 
Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

Get behind a “sweet” cause Barrie Today Feb. 16 NVCA 

Get behind a “sweet” cause: 
NVCA looking for volunteers 
for the maple syrup season 
 
(clip not included – same as 
above) 

Springwater News Feb. 23 NVCA 

Get behind a “sweet” cause: 
NVCA looking for volunteers 
for the maple syrup season 
 
(clip not included – same as 
above) 

Farm View Mar. 2017 NVCA 

 
Warmer, Wetter, Wilder – Environment and Climate Change Canada David Phillips 
talks Climate Change at NVCA AGM, Issued Jan. 30, 2017 
Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

Conservation authorities 
investigating changes in local 
climate 

Barrie Examiner Feb. 17 Lyle Wood, GIS 
Analyst, NVCA 

NVCA developing climate 
change action plan 

Creemore Echo Feb. 24 NVCA 

 
2.  Unsolicited media coverage 
Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

It's Family Day weekend! Bradford Times Feb. 15 NVCA 

County approves throwing 
woodlot to the pigs 

Barrie Today Feb 15 NVCA 

Town of Mono seeks heritage 
designation for cherished 
house slated for demolition 

Orangeville Citizen Feb. 16 NVCA 

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust Barrie Examiner Feb. 17 NVCA 

Update on Maple Syrup 
Season 
 
(no clip) 

The Dock/KICK FM 
(radio) 

Feb. 23 Byron Wesson, Director 
of Lands, Education 
and Stewardship 
Services 
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Title Media Outlet Date Reference 

Minesing Rescue 
 
(no clip) 

CTV Barrie Feb. 28 Byron Wesson, Director 
of Lands, Education 
and Stewardship 
Services 

Missing hunter rescued by 
helicopter in the Minesing 
Wetlands 

CTV Barrie Mar. 1 Fred Dobbs, Manager, 
Stewardship Services 

Rescue From the Minesing 
Swamp 
 
(This story was the lead on 
most local radio stations on 
Mar. 1) 

Bayshore 
Broadcasting (radio) 

Mar. 1 Minesing Swamp 

DISCLAIMER: NVCA does not allege that the information provided in the media articles 
depicts accurate statements or testimonies on behalf of any individual named, and is not 
responsible for any misinterpretation of information or misquoted statement(s). 

3.  Other Communication/Media Outreach 

• Feb. 24 – NVCA Conservation Update e-newsletter issued 

• Feb. 27 – Highlights of the NVCA Board of Directors Meeting, Feb. 24, 2017, 
issued 

• Feb. 27 – Watershed Condition Statement: Flood Outlook issued 

• Mar. 1 – Byron Wesson, Director of Lands, Education and Stewardship 
Services, interview with Barrie Examiner regarding missing Minesing hunter 

• Mar. 8 – Spring Safety Statement (caution near area waterbodies) issued 

• Ongoing – social media outreach (Facebook, Twitter) 

o Participated in province-wide social media initiative during Invasive 
Species Awareness Week 2017, which saw the more than 5.6 million 
impressions using the #InvSpWk campaign hashtag. Initiative was 
led by the Ontario Invasive Plant Council, with support from 
conservation authorities and other partner agencies. 
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4.  Presentations/Displays by NVCA staff 

• Feb. 15 – NVCA/Georgian College Stakeholder Advisory Seminar – Climate 
Change Climate Change Action Plan, attended by Gayle Wood and several 
other staff members. Received insightful comments on how NVCA programs 
are already affected by climate change, and what a successful climate 
change program will look like for the authority. 

• Feb. 28 – Presentation to BILD (Building Industry and Land Development 
Association) Simcoe, Durham and York Chapters by Gayle Wood and Chris 
Hibberd, with Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 

• Mar. 2 – NVCA Camp Tiffin display at Willow Creek Camp Fair, staffed by 
Naomi Saunders 

• Mar. 3 – Presentation on brook trout habitats in the Nottawasaga Valley 
watershed by Fred Dobbs to the Ontario Chapter of American Fisheries 
Society, held at Geneva Park 

• Mar. 3-4 – NVCA stewardship display at the Central Ontario Agriculture 
Conference held at Georgian College in Barrie, staffed by Shannon Stephens 

• Mar. 7 – Presentation on NVCA stream restoration projects (e.g., Petun, 
Black Ash Creek Floodway) to the Blue Mountain Watershed Trust by Fred 
Dobbs and Sarah Campbell, held in Collingwood 

 
Issues/Analysis 
In general, media coverage and public outreach/communications were positive 
with regard to NVCA work and programs over the past few months. Flood notices 
received satisfactory coverage. There are no issues of concern at this time. 
 
Relevance to Authority Policy/Mandate 
Communications and promotion are an integral part of the work of NVCA. 
Reference to both can be found in the 2014-2018 Strategic Plan. 
 
Impact on Authority Finances 
Staff time to prepare this report is addressed in the 2017 budget. 
 
Reviewed and approved for submission by: 
Original Signed by  
D. Gayle Wood 
Chief Administrative Officer 
 
Attachment 1 – Media Clippings for the period 



 
 

 

  
 

 
  

 

 
  

  

  
  

 

 
   

 

   
  

 

 

   

 
   

  

 
  

  
  

 

 
   

 

  
   

   
 

  

 
  

   

 

Warnings issued over high water levels 

Conservation Authorities tell parents to 

keep kids away from fast moving streams 
and rivers. 

Bayshore News 
Feb 24 2017 

'Watershed Conditions Statements' by local 
conservation authorities say recent warm 
temperatures have caused a lot of snow to 

melt and there is significant rainfall of between 
25-40 millimetres forecast for our area. 

The Grey Sauble Conservation Authority says 

with the soil already saturated, the rain will 
readily run off to area waterways. 

Depending on the intensity and duration of the 

rain, flows in local waterways will rise and 
may cause flooding in low lying areas that 
seasonally flood. 

They note fortunately, river flows are still 
below average for spring runoff conditions and 

some have started to recede. 

The authority recommends people ensure 
culverts are clear of debris to prevent drainage 

issues. 

Residents are advised to use caution near all 
watercourses and keep children away from 

rivers and streams as water temperatures are 
only just above freezing. 

A 'Watershed Conditions Statement' is the 

lowest of three warning levels, a step up is a 
'Flood Watch' and then a 'Flood Warning.' 

The Saugeen Conservation Authority says river 

ice was flushed out of the drainage systems 
earlier and so ice jams are not anticipated. 

The Conservation Authorities say they'll 

continue to monitor watershed river flow and 
weather conditions. 

Meawhile, the Nottawasaga Conservation 

Authority has issued a Flood Watch for the Blue 
Mountains area and further east where 
snowmelt has caused a more significant rise in 

water levels. 



  

  
  

   

  
 

  

  

 
  

 
   

 

  
  

 

   

    
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

   

 
 

 

  

 

  
  

  
 

NVCA Issues Flood Warning 

Collingwood Enterprise-Bulletin 
Feb 24 2017 

UTOPIA – With the significant change of 

temperature and the possibility of heavy rains 
the Nottawasaga Conservation Authority 
(NVCA) has issued a high potential for flooding 

and ice jams on area watercourses. 

The warning was issued Friday morning to all 
local municipalities and school boards, local 

conservation authorities, emergency response 
agencies and the health unit. 

The NCVA is warning that all residents and in 
particular children stay away from all water 

bodies. 

Current weather forecasts predict 25-35 mm of 
rain for parts of the watershed for Friday into 
Saturday. 

Temperatures are also forecast to remain 

above freezing through Saturday evening. 
Temperatures over the past week have been 
significantly above freezing for extended 

periods, causing melting and runoff of our 
snowpack. 

Presently water levels are currently elevated as 
a result of recent snowmelt. The forecast 

rainfall on currently frozen or saturated ground 
will further increase water levels in area 
streams. 

Although more of the river ice has melted, 

where ice is still present, there is the potential 
for ice jams. Water could overflow banks and 
cause flooding in some areas. 

Widespread flooding is not anticipated at this 

time. Actions 

The NVCA is warning that landowners in flood-
prone areas should be on alert. 

The Flood Watch Statement is in effect until 
Monday. 



 

 

 

  

 

    

  
    

   

 

 

  

   

 
   

  
 

 
  

  

   
   

  

  
  

 

  

     

    
    
   

    
 

    

 
   

 

      
 

  

 

  

  

 
  

   
   

  
 

 

Flood watches issued as rain and warm weather continue  

CTV Barrie 

Friday, February 24, 2017 

Conservation officials say there is a risk of 
flooding this weekend. 

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 
and the Lake Simcoe Conservation Authority 

have issued a flood watch, as unseasonably 
warm weather and rain hit the region. 

“Low-lying homes near watercourses could 

potentially be impacted so we advise residents 
in areas like that to be aware of the situation 
and the risk that’s out there,” says Peter Alm, 

flood duty officer. 

Officials say water levels are elevated because 
of the recent snowmelt. The other concern is 
that the ground is either frozen or saturated, 

so any rain or water has nowhere to go. 

“Municipalities, emergency services and 
individual landowners in flood-prone areas 
should be on alert,” the statement reads. 

An estimated 25 to 35 millimetres of rain is 

expected across Simcoe County, which both 
conservation authorities cover. 

Water levels in the Mad River were so high on 
Friday it was touching the bottom of a bridge 

on County Road 10, near Angus. 

“You can be prepared for potential flooding by 
having sandbags on hand or being prepared to 
evacuate if the house is potentially impacted.” 

A rainfall warning has been issued by 

Environment Canada for other parts of the 
region. Areas under the warning could receive 
up to 50 millimetres of rain. 

The warning has been issued for: 

 Midland - Coldwater - Orr Lake 

 Bracebridge - Gravenhurst 
 Huntsville - Baysville 
 Port Carling - Port Severn 

 Town of Parry Sound - Rosseau -
Killbear Park 

 Hanover - Dundalk - Southern Grey 

County 
 Owen Sound - Blue Mountains -

Northern Grey County 

 Haliburton - Minden - Southern 
Haliburton County 

A flood watch hasn’t been issued for areas in 

Muskoka, Parry Sound, Haliburton or Grey-
Bruce. However, a watershed advisory warns 
of the potential. 

People are being asked not to take any 

unneeded risks and to stay off the ice. 

“As we found out yesterday, the ice is not good 
and it's starting to deteriorate,” says deputy 
chief Gary Monahan. “They’re putting 

themselves at risk and there's a chance we 
might not make it to them in time.” 

The flood watches will remain in place until 
Monday. 



 

 

 

 

    

        
    

 

  

   

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

  

    

   

 

   

   

 

Flood watch continues across Simcoe County 

CTV Barrie 

Saturday, February 25, 2017 

Water touches the bottom of a bridge that passes over 

the Mad River in Angus, Ont. on Saturday, Feb. 25, 
2017. (Don Wright/ CTV Barrie) 

A flood watch continues across Simcoe County, 

as water levels in many of the region's lakes 

and river continue to rise. 

One of the areas conservation officials are 

watching is the Mad River in Angus. On 

Saturday, water could be seen touching the 

bottom of the bridge on County Road 10. 

This is just one area conservation officials are 

keeping an eye on. People living in low-lying or 

flood prone areas should be prepared. 

Officials say one of the biggest problems is that 

the ground is over saturated or frozen, so 

water has nowhere to go. 

The flood watch has been issued by both the 

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority and 

the Lake Simcoe Conservation Authority. 

The watch will remain in place until at least 

Monday. 



  

   

  
 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 

   

  

  
 

 

   
  

   

  

  

 
 
 

 
    

  

 
   

  

10 things to do with your kids on March Break in Simcoe County 

Simcoe.com (Metroland Online) 

March 10, 2017 

Head to the Tiffin Centre for Conservation to 

try snowshoeing, kick-sledding and more. 

Looking for something to do with your family 
this March Break? 

Check out these events happening in our 

community. 

Saturday, March 11 

1. March Break 

WHEN: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. WHERE: Simcoe 
County Museum, 1151 Hwy 26, Springwater 
CONTACT: 705-728-3721 COST: Regular 

Museum Admission. The week revolves around 
all things Canadian. Learn what it means to be 
from Canada 

Monday, March 13 

2. March Break Monday 

WHEN: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. WHERE: Tiffin Centre 

for Conservation, 8195 8th Line of Essa, 
Utopia, ON, L0L 1K0, Essa CONTACT: Heather 
Kepran, 705-424-1479, hkepran@nvca.on.ca, 

nvca.on.ca COST: $7.50 per person; children 3 
and under free. Take a tour of our maple sugar 
bush and sugar shack, try out our snowshoes 

and kick-sleds, or explore the Tiffin Centre with 
a scavenger hunt. 

<article continues> 

http:nvca.on.ca
mailto:hkepran@nvca.on.ca
http:Simcoe.com


   

   

   

  

  
  

     

  
 

 

  

   
 

   
   

 

 

  

  
  

 

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

   

 
   

 

   

   

 

  
  

   

 

   
 

  

  
  

   

  

  
 

  
  

 
   

   

   

  
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

   
  

 
  

  

   
   

Round up of March break activities in New Tecumseth area  

Ideas for March Break in New Tecumseth 

Alliston Herald 

March 11, 2017 

March break is coming and there are plenty of 
events being held in the community for those 
who are still looking for something to do. 

The Museum on the Boyne, located at 250 
Fletcher Crescent in Alliston, is holding a week 
of camp activities, each with its own theme. 

On March 13, the theme is Under the Sea. Kids 

will learn about the underwater world and its 
creatures. 

March 14 is Junior Curator. Kids can discover 
what its like to become a museum curator. 

March 15 is Music Mania and will explore all 

things music through crafts and activities. 

March 16 is Archeology Discovery, who knows 
what will get dug up? 

March 17 is Luck of the Irish. Come celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day through crafts and activities. 

The camp is designed for students aged six to 

12 and runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

To register or for more information, visit 
www.newtecumseth.ca or call 705-435-4030 x 
1500/1621. 

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 

has a March break Monday event planned for 
March 13 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Tiffin 
Centre, 8195 8th Line, Utopia. 

Tour Tiffin’s maple sugar bush and visit the 

sugar shack to see how maple syrup is made. 
Try out snowshoes, make crafts, see how far 
you can throw a snow snake, and explore the 

Tiffin forest with a scavenger hunt. If the warm 
weather continues, trade the snowshoes and 
kick-sleds for birding, GPS and orienteering 

programs. 

March break Monday is an all-ages program for 
the whole family. Admission is $7.50 per 

person in advance or $10 at the door. Children 

three and under attend free of charge. 

To register in advance, visit www.nvca.on.ca or 
call 705-424-1479 by March 10. 

The Tiffin Centre will also be open Tuesday to 

Friday for self-guided sugar bush tours. The 
sugar bush will be open daily from 1 p.m. to 3 
p.m. No registration is required. Daily parking 

rates of $6.50 per vehicle apply. 

The New Tecumseth Public Library also has a 
number of events planned for March break. 

On March 13 from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. Alliston 
teacher and author Cameron Austin will be 

performing his book Empress and the Prairie 
Girl at the Memorial Branch. Limited free 
tickets are available beginning Saturday, Feb. 

18 on a first come, first served basis. 

On March 14 at 10:30, storyteller Natalie 
Vachon will be at the Alliston Memorial Arena 
for Imaginations on the Loose. Tickets are $4 

each. 

On March 15 it is the Three Little Pigs 
presented by Dufflebag Theatre at Beeton 
Memorial Arena at 10:30 a.m. Tickets are $5 

each. 

On March 16 check out Cozy Music presented 
by Cosima Grunsky at the Tottenham Fitness & 
Community Centre at 10:30 a.m. Cozy Music is 

a fun-filled, interactive music performance for 
young children. Tickets are $5 each. 

Tickets are required for each of the New 
Tecumseth Public Library events. Tickets will 

be on sale in all three branches beginning Feb. 
18. For more information, visit www.ntpl.ca. 

http://www.newtecumseth.ca/
http://www.nvca.on.ca/
http://www.ntpl.ca/


  

  

 

   
   

   
 

   
   

 

 
  

 

  
    

   
  

 

 
  

   
 

   
  

  

  
   

 

 

  

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Flooding possible as 

mild weather and rain move in 

CTV News Barrie 
February 21, 2017 
Rob Cooper, Reporter 

With mild weather and rain on the way, steps 
are being taken to try and reduce the risk of 

flooding. 

Parks Canada is opening Lock 42 along the 
Trent-Severn Waterway. It’s a move that will 
soften the ice and increase the water’s flow. 

“By letting it out it just makes more room for 
the spring freshet and the water that's going to 
be coming into Lake Simcoe. So they have to 
make room for what they are expecting,” says 

Ramara deputy fire chief Tony Stong. 

Stong spent Tuesday checking the many rivers 
in the area and so far, so good. 

“Haven’t heard of any complaints or anyone in 
any trouble from the water yet.” 

But Stong and others know it's a guessing 
game at this point. He suggests homeowners 
in flood prone areas be ready just in case. 

“The warm days definitely threaten and if we 
get rain it could really build up the speed of the 
thaw. But if we get the cold nights it slows it 
and lets it get away before it becomes a 

problem.” 

Environment Canada is forecasting 
temperatures around 15 C on Wednesday and 

above freezing temperatures through the rest 
of the week. 

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 
has issued a watershed outlook. In it, the 

organization warns of the potential for ice jams 
and some localized flooding. 

People are being encouraged to stay away 

from all bodies of water during these 
conditions. 



 
 

  
 

 
 

   

  
 

 

    
 

  

  
 

   

   
  

 

  

   
 

  

  

 

NVCA Flood Advisory Update 

My FM 92.1 New Tecumseth Today 
Feb 22 2017 

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 
has issued a flood advisory update 

While the NVCA says the potential for flooding 

is low they say that could change in the 
coming days. 

More rain is to fall this week and with the 
temperatures above zero the snow melt will 
mean an increase in water levels throughout 

the watershed. 

While the NVCA says no major flooding is 

anticipated at this time they add there is the 
potential for ice jams and localized flooding. 

Stream banks can be slippery and unstable, 
which combined with extremely cold water 
temperatures can create hazardous conditions 

around our rivers and streams. 

The public and especially children are advised 

to stay away from all bodies of water. 



 

 

  
   

  

  

   
 

 
   

  
   

 

 

   
 

  

   
  

  

 

 

     
   

 
    
    

   
    

 

   

 

  
 

 

  

 
   

  
 

  

  

 
 

   
  

  
 

 
   

 
 

  
   

    
  

 

Rainfall warning: Concerns continue over this winter melt  

Rain and more warm weather could cause 
some problems as the snowpack starts to melt. 
(CTV Barrie) 

CTV Barrie 

Thursday, February 23, 2017 

This spring-like weather is a welcome change 
for many, but it comes with a warning. 

Record breaking temperatures are causing the 
once frozen lakes and rivers to melt across the 
region. A wet and rainy weekend will only add 

to this problem. 

“It’s a lot earlier than what we expected, but 
we’ve had a week now of above normal 
temperatures and we’re quite concerned,” says 

South Simcoe Police Const. Rich Williamson. 

Areas in Simcoe County are forecast to receive 
up to 20 millimetres of rain, while areas 
around Parry Sound could get up to 40 

millimetres by Saturday night. 

In fact, Environment Canada has issued a 
rainfall warning for: 

 Midland - Coldwater - Orr Lake 
 Owen Sound - Blue Mountains - Grey 

County 
 Bracebridge - Gravenhurst 
 Huntsville - Baysville 

 Port Carling - Port Severn 
 Town of Parry Sound - Rosseau -

Killbear Park 

Freezing rain is also possible for Hunstville and 

Parry Sound. 

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 

and the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation 
Authority warn that water levels will rise and 
ice jams could happen. However, no major 

flooding is expected in most areas. 

The Town of Innisfil issued a public advisory on 
Thursday warning about flooding in the Belle 

Aire Beach area. Flooding is not uncommon in 
this area and crews are currently running a 
pump to mitigate it. 

Officials say shorelines, river banks and even 

areas around ditches will be slippery and could 
be dangerous. 

“This water is ice cold and hypothermia can set 
in quickly and of course a kid can drown in just 

a few inches of water and we’re seeing several 
feet in some of these ditches.” 

Williamson says parents should have a 
conversation with their children about the 

dangers of being around dangerous water 
conditions. 

He also says people should check with ice hut 
operators before venturing out onto the ice. 

“With this melt, the ice on Lake Simcoe is 

going to get very thin this weekend so what 
we’re asking people to do is check before they 
go out.” 



 

 

   

 

  

     

   

 
 

  

 

  
 

   

 

 

  

 

   
  

  

  
  

  

 

 
  

  

 

Get behind a “sweet” cause 

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority looking for 

volunteers for the maple syrup season 

Feb 16, 2017 

by: Barrie Today Staff 

UTOPIA - The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation 

Authority (NVCA) is looking for volunteers interested in 
learning the ins-and-outs of maple syrup production. 

Each year, NVCA’s maple syrup program sees hundreds 

of students and families visiting the Tiffin Centre for 

Conservation in Utopia to learn how sap from sugar 
maples becomes an iconic Canadian food. 

Maple syrup volunteers help collect sap, boil it down to 

syrup and bottle the finished product. While each season 

is a little different, volunteers are needed daily during 

the sap run, usually from March to mid-April. No 

experience is necessary, but volunteers should be 

prepared to spend some time outdoors. A commitment 
for the season is preferred. 

If you are interested, contact Kyra Howes, NVCA’s 

Manager of Lands and Operations, at 705-424-1497 ext. 
259 or admin@nvca.on.ca. 

The Tiffin Centre’s maple bush is the star of the show at 

the annual Spring Tonic Maple Syrup Festival, hosted by 

the Rotary Club of Barrie and NVCA. This year’s festival 

runs Apr. 8 and 9, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily. Details 
are available at www.nvca.on.ca. 

The Tiffin Centre is located at 8195 8th Line (Essa), just 

10 minutes west of Barrie. It is a four-season recreation 

destination with more than 300 acres of forest, meadow 
and wetlands. 

mailto:admin@nvca.on.ca
http://www.nvca.on.ca/


 

 

 

 

   

  
 

 

 
   

   
  

   

 
 

     
  

  

   
  

  
   

  
  

   

      
 

 

  

   
  

  

 
  

  

   
  

 

 
 

 
   

  
   

    

  
 

  

 

 
    

 

 

  
 
  

 

  
   

  

 
 

  

 
   

 

 

   
 

Conservation authorities investigating changes in local climate  

By Ian McInroy, Barrie Examiner 

Friday, February 17, 2017 

While gathering precipitation data, 
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 
water resource engineer Peter Alm takes a 
snow sample from a testing station on Friday. 

Conditions of knee-deep snow or a February 
thaw are familiar to Simcoe County residents. 

But behind Mother Nature’s off-and-on winter 
offerings, impending changes in the climate are 

on the minds of area conservation authorities. 

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 
(NVCA) and the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority (LSRCA) are both 

looking to the past for clues, and to the future, 
about what could be in store thanks to ongoing 
changes in the weather. 

Gathering, and correctly interpreting, data 

about possible local effects of climate change is 
on the minds of authority staff. 

While that data comes in, no assumptions are 
made that consistently rising average 

temperatures, less ice in the Lake Simcoe 
basin, too much rain at once or not enough 
rain - leading to near-drought conditions in 

some areas of the county - are due to climate 
change. 

Lyle Wood, an NVCA geographic information 

systems analyst who helped the authority with 
its Milestone 2 research report, looked at 
climate change experienced in the 3,300 

square-kilometre watershed of the 
Nottawasaga River from 1965 to 2005. 

“Climate is the long-term average of the 

weather,” he said. “From 1965 to 2005, that 
40-year period, our daily temperature has 
gone up 1.9 degrees Celsius and the typical 

coldest day of the year has become 5.6 
degrees Celsius warmer.” 

Wood is also looking into near-future 
projections into the 2020s and beyond. 

“Of those projections, we are expecting 

average daily temperatures to continue rising 
by about 1.3 degrees Celsius,” he said. “We’re 
expecting more precipitation in the winter and 

spring, less precipitation in the summer, more 
frequent and longer-lasting heat waves and 
more frequent and intense storms.” 

Warming stream temperatures, and their 

effects on fish habitat, will also be investigated 
by the authority when doing future stream 
monitoring for water quality. 

“We are also expecting that there is the 

potential for increased erosion correlated with 
increased storm events (and) more intense 
floods, which would have financial impacts,” he 

said. 

“But I would be hesitant to assign any one 
particular weather event to climate change. 
That’s very difficult to do,” he said adding it 

may not be climate change but it’s 
representative of a changing climate. 

David Lembcke, manager of environmental 
science and monitoring at the Lake Simcoe 

Region Conservation Authority, said changing 
ice patterns in the Lake Simcoe basin are 
startling. 

He agrees that crunching numbers is one 

thing, but making assumptions about climate 
change is another. 

But officials say the numbers do point to a 
changing climate. 

http://www.thebarrieexaminer.com/author/ian-mcinroy


  
  

  
    

   

 

 
  

  

 

  

  

   
     

  

 

  
  
  

   

  
 

 
 

 

   

  
  

  

  
  

 
    

  
  

  

 

   
    

  
 

   
  

 
  

  
 

 

 
 

 
   

 

  
   
   

 
 

  

 
 

   
 

   
  

 

    
  

 

 

“Conservation authorities take a very 
ecosystem-based approach. We’ve tried to do 

some detection in the watershed and see if 
climate change is showing up,” he said from 
the LSRCA offices in Newmarket. 

“We hear it globally and we see it here in the 

local environment,” Lembcke said. “There’s 
multiple ways of explaining what you mean by 
climate change. The term has gotten so 

nuanced. 

“Right now, people are really caught up on 
whether it’s changing climate or human-
induced climate change,” he said. “We see that 

the climate is changing. We can see that in our 
air temperature records. We can see that 
affecting our ice. We can see that in the 

streams. 

“Have we gone and linked this up to global 
climate change? No. Do we see our local 
climate changing? Yes. 

“If we look at the trends we see and we look at 

the trends from the International Panel on 
Climate Change, they’re pretty similar. It’s 

very difficult to directly line up something as 
vast and pervasive as climate with individual 
impacts. 

“But taken as a whole, we’re seeing all these 

signs that are leading us to say, ‘While we 
can’t find a direct correlation, we can still see a 
lot of suggestive causations. Correlation is not 

causation but they look pretty similar,” 
Lembcke said. 

“We look at the International Panel on Climate 
Change global records and trends and when we 

look at our records here, they line up very 
well,” he added. “We see points of inflection so 
where things really started to change in air 

temperature around the 1980s.” 

Lembcke has been digesting data about ice 
cover on the Lake Simcoe basin (the largest 

area of the lake) gathered over a long period 
of time. 

“There is a fantastic ice-cover record that has 
been running since 1854. You can clearly see a 

declining trend in the number ice-cover days 
on the lake,” he said. 

Lembcke said 2012 was the first year the basin 
didn’t entirely freeze over. 

“It happened again in 2015 and probably will in 

2017. That’s never happened in 154 years of 
record,” he said. 

Lembcke said he is cautious of people linking 
the lack of ice on the lake to global climate 

change . 

“Our local climate is changing and we need to 
adapt to that,” he said. “The crux of it is, we 
haven’t done the scientific work to link this all 

up to what everyone is calling global climate 
change. 

“But the overwhelming evidence supports that 

we are seeing local examples of climate 
change.” 

Lembcke makes an analogy between climate 
change and tobacco use and its implications. 

“Thinking about linking all these individual 

climate change symptoms to one single cause 
is similar to trying to link one cigarette to 
having caused lung cancer,” he said. “You can’t 

identify that one cigarette as the cause, but 
taken with the rest of the information, all the 
other cigarettes smoked and the overwhelming 

evidence that smoking causes lung cancer, 
leaves us pretty sure it was related.” 



  

 

   
 

 

    
   

     
 

 

 

    

 
 

   
 

 
 

 

  
 

   
  

  
    

 

   

  

   
   

   

     
   

    
  

   

  

  
  

   

  
 

   
 

  
 

  

 
   

 

 
   

  

 

 
 

 
 

   

   
 

   
 

   
 

  
  

  

   

  

    
 

  

NVCA developing climate change action plan  

By Trina Berlo, Creemore Echo 

Posted February 24, 2017 

It’s a known fact that Canadians love to talk 
about the weather, and if predictions are 

correct, we’re going to have a lot more to talk 
about. 

That’s because “Climate change is the here and 

now.” 

So said David Phillips, senior climatologist 
with Environment and Climate Change Canada, 
to those gathered for the Nottawasaga Valley 

Conservation Authority’s (NVCA) annual 
general meeting in Utopia on Jan. 27. 

Phillips spoke about the climate and weather 
changes already being experienced in southern 

Ontario, pointing to recent catastrophic events 
like the Burlington flood of 2014 and the 
Muskoka flood of 2015, and the dramatically 

changing water levels on Lake Huron over the 
past few years. 

“There is growing evidence to suggest that the 
extremes of weather are becoming more 

extreme,” said Phillips. “I’ve had farmers tell 
me that they have never seen such variability 
in the weather. 

Recently they’ve needed flood insurance and 

drought insurance in the same season.” 

Conservation authorities across the province 
are taking action to address climate change. 
NVCA is no exception. The authority is in the 

midst of developing a climate action plan that 
is expected to be rolled out mid-year. 

“Conservation authorities, with their focus on 
flood monitoring and planning, are going to be 

the front-line responders to the growing issue 

of climate change,” added Phillips. 

Research by NVCA shows that as the climate 
changes, the Nottawasaga Valley will be 
warmer and wetter overall, with more 

changeable weather, including more intense 
storms and more periods of drought. Local 

streams and rivers will be warmer, 
fundamentally changing the ‘climate’ for fish 
and other aquatic life. This changing climate 

will lead to more flooding and erosion in the 
spring followed by drought in the summer. 
Local woods, wetlands and streams will see 

decreases in biodiversity, and surface water 
quality will be negatively affected. There may 
be some benefits too, including longer growing 

seasons for local area farmers and gardeners. 
“We need to prepare ourselves for the 
changing weather to come,” said Phillips. 

He pointed to several ways that conservation 

authorities and municipalities can start 
preparing today, including strengthening aging 
infrastructure like sewer pipes to withstand 

weather extremes, enforcing building codes, 
conducting routine maintenance like pruning 
trees to avoid damage during ice storms, and 

ensuring green infrastructure like wetlands are 
preserved. 

“Studies from the United States have shown 
that every dollar spent on preparing for 

weather extremes saves hundreds of dollars in 
cleaning up from natural disasters like severe 
storms and flooding,” commented Phillips. The 

time for action is now. “What is most unsettling 
is the speed of climate change. What used to 
change over hundreds of years now changes in 

a decade or two,” said Phillips. “Climate 
change is often thought of as a slow 
emergency, so it gets pushed to the bottom of 

the pile. But we need more science and more 
policy today to ensure we are prepared to deal 
with the realities tomorrow.” 

http://creemore.com/author/trina-berlo/
http://creemore.com/2017/02/


  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

   

 
 

 

 

It's Family Day weekend!  

By Bradford Times Staff 

Wednesday, February 15, 2017 

Kicksledding on the trails of the Tiffin Centre for 

Conservation in Essa Twp., last year. This year, the 

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority is “scaling 

back” its Family Day. Admission and parking will be free 

at Conservation Areas, including Tiffin, on Monday, 

February 20 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Bring your own 

cross country skis, snow shoes, skates and helmets; 

there may be skating on Papa Bear Pond, weather 

permitting. Miriam King/Bradford Times/Postmedia 
Network 

(…list of events continued) 

http://www.bradfordtimes.ca/authorbradfordtimes.ca


 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

   
 

   

County approves throwing woodlot to the pigs
	
'Pigs are very destructive' warns one area mayor 
Feb 15. 2017 
Barrie Today, Laurie Watt  

Simcoe County councillors are giving an Oro-Medonte 
landowner approval to substantially remove trees to make 
space for pigs to graze. 

The Line 9 North landowner had to jump through a series 
of regulatory hoops, including paying for an environmental 
impact study and obtaining approval from a local 
conservation authority. 

“Our (the county’s) policy had to do with clear cutting and 
now we’re getting into the landowner having to get a 
permit,” said Oro-Medonte Mayor Harry Hughes. 

That process included input from a local conservation 
authority, which does not have jurisdiction to rule on 
matters that are not related to flooding, pollution to the 
water table, erosion or dynamic beaches. 

“I didn’t see a beach anywhere in the area,” said Ramara 
Township Mayor Basil Clarke, who questioned why the 
landowner had to get the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation 
Authority’s stamp of approval to remove trees from four 
acres (1.6 hectares) of his 25.7-acre (10.4-hectare) 
property. 

Midland Mayor Gord McKay urged his colleagues to not 
open the door to deforestation in that area of the county, 
even if the conservation authority had no concerns with it. 

“I look at this as being right in the middle of a woodlot. 
Pigs are very destructive,” McKay said. “Once you start 
opening this up, others will follow. At some point, we have 
to put our food down and say enough is enough. This 
could be the start of turning this area into marginal 
farmland for grazing for pigs.” 



 
 

     

 

 

  
    
    

 

  

 

 
   

 

  

 

 

   
  

   

  

 
    

  

  
  

  

 

   

  
   

  
 

  

 

     

 
  

 

   
 

 
   

 

 
 

 

  

   
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 

    

 
 

   

 
   

  

 
  
 

   
    

  

     
    

  

  

  
  

    

 
 

  

 

Town of Mono seeks heritage designation for cherished house  
slated for demolition 

February 16, 2017 - Orangeville Citizen 

By Peter Richardson 

Following Valentines Day candy surprises from 

Mayor Laura Ryan and Councillor Sharon 
Martin, the first order of business for Mono 
Council Tuesday night was a presentation from 

the Heritage Advisory Committee, regarding 
having a farm house on 30 Sideroad 
designated as a Heritage Building under Part V 

of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

The property in question is currently slated for 
demolition to make way for the proposed 
Greenwood gravel pit. 

The home is unique in many ways, not the 

least of which is that it was part of a farm that 
had previously been owned by a single family 
for 145 years. The two-story red brick house 

was built in 1922 and represents a good 
example of the classic, 20th century Edwardian 
style of architecture popular at the turn of the 

20th century. 

Called a ‘foursquare’ in the USA, these homes 
had a square footprint, two rooms wide by two 
rooms deep, with a wide saved hip roof and a 

centre dormer and projecting frontispiece. 

The house in question, formally referred to as 
Maplehurst, had been a part of the Newton 
family farm at 487424 30 Sideroad, which 

dated back to Samuel Newton who in 1843 
leased the farm from the Canada Company, a 
large private chartered British land 

development company incorporated by royal 
charter on August 19, 1826, under an act of 

British parliament, to aid in the colonization of 
Upper Canada. He purchased it in 1865. 

Samuel Newton was a respected member of 
the community and a founder of the Loyal 

Orange Lodge No. 354, in Violet Hill, in the mid 
1840’s. That lodge is still standing and is, 
today, the Granny Taught Us How store . 

Although the Province will only consider the 

exterior architecture of the house for its 
designation as a heritage building, there are 

still many original elements of the interior as 

well, including the wooden ceilings, a great 
deal of wainscotting and many other features. 

The committee proposed a bylaw requesting 
that the house be designated by the Province 

and thus saving it from demolition. It should 
be noted that the proposed gravel pit by 
Greenwood Aggregates is an issue of 

contention in Mono and is currently a matter of 
concern in Council. Following deliberation and 
discussions with CAO Mark Early, council voted 

to seek the designation. 

Council then voted to send a letter to the 
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 
asserting that the proposed levy by the 

authority is not financially sustainable by the 
town and that the NVCA increases, which total 
13.23 percent for 2017, are incompatible with 

the town’s taxation policy. A similar letter had 
previously been sent to the Credit Valley 
Conservation Authority. 

A motion to pledge support for the David 

Suzuki Foundations Monarch Manifesto was 
passed Tuesday and further illustrates Mono’s 
support for the enhancement and preservation 

of the natural habitat and populations of 
pollinators in ‘its’ community. At present, Mono 
has discontinued the use of neonicotinoids on 

all municipal lands and properties in Mono and 
has encouraged both upper levels of 
government to do the same. As well, there is a 

pollinator preserve garden in the community 
and a dedicated web page on the issue of the 

decline in pollinators. 

The motion went on to direct staff to advise 
the DSF of their support and actions and to 
encourage residents to support the Manifesto. 

The issue of radon gas will definitely be raised 

at Mono’s next Town Hall Meeting, with talks to 
include how it gets into basements, its effects 
on health and how to eliminate it. Much of the 

issue was recently addressed in a discussion 
paper from Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public 
Health. Radon gas is the second largest cause 

of lung cancer after smoking. 



 
 

 
 

  

   

   
  

   

  
    

  

 
    

  

  

  

   
 

 
 

 

  
 

  
  

 

In reports from staff, it was noted that there 
will be a Trails Summit on May 10 to help with 

the formation of an Active Transportation Plan 
in Mono. Councillor Ralph Manktelow suggested 
that the town consider hiring an outside 

consultant to help formulate the plan. 

Parks and Rec director Kim Perryman noted 
that Family Day is this coming Monday and a 
Family Ski Day is planned, from 9 a.m. to 4 

p.m. at Monora Park. Winterfest was a huge 
success this year and was put on at a cost of 
only $483 of the $1000 budgeted. She also 

noted that there is now password-free wifi at 
all community centres and that the new online 
soccer registration is being exceptionally well 

received, with some 30 registrations being 
received since its inception last week. 

CAO Mark Early reminded Council that there 

are now four committee vacancies due to 
resignations and the filling of one, the Heritage 
Advisory Committee, is required by provincial 

legislation. He noted that final arguments 
should be heard imminently in the Niagara 
Escarpment Commission hearing into the 

matter of the proposed water-skiing events 
planned by Dr. Cliff Singer for his lake 
property. Following their deliberations, the 

NEC’s decision should be made public by the 
Minister some time in the Spring. 



  

  

 

 

   

 
  

   
  

 

     
 

  

 

 
  
  

  

 
  

 

  

  
  

 

 

   
 

  
 

 

 

   
  

 
 

 

 
   

 

    
      

  

  

    
 

 
  

 

  
 

  
 

 

  

  
  

  
 

 
  

 

 
  

   

  

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust 

Cheryl Browne, Barrie Examiner 

Friday, February 17, 2017 

Nicole McNaughton of Innisvale Cemetery & 
Crematorium holds a small box used for the 

temporary storage of human ashes. On 
average a persons ashes will only weight 4-5 
pounds. The local facility offers several services 

when dealing with human remains. Mark 
Wanzel/Barrie Examiner/Postmedia Network 

‘… for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return.’ 

The quote from the Bible’s Genesis 3:19 is as 

apt today as it was two millennium ago. 

However, the question many people are asking 
during these tough economic and more secular 
times, is what exactly should we do with the 

ashes of loved ones when they’re gone? 

Canadian Funerals Online estimates 65% of 
Canadians are choosing to cremate their family 
members. 

With more traditional religious services being 

eschewed for celebrations of life after the 
event, previous legislation barring the 
scattering of remains is being called into 

question. 

“We can’t allow the scattering of human 
remains on (municipal) land unless a person is 

a licenced cemetery operator and the land is a 
licenced cemetery,” said Dawn McAlpine, 
Barrie’s city clerk. 

McAlpine is able to rhyme off the provincial 

legislation regarding cremation because it has 
become a hot topic in Barrie, after Jeff and 

Susanne Scott, owners of Steckley-Gooderham 
funeral homes and Peaceful Transition 
Cremation and Burial Services approached city 

hall. 

The Scotts asked city staff if there is a place 
within the town limits to legally scatter human 

remains. 

“You can scatter them on private property or 
scatter them at the cottage if you have the 
property owner’s permission, or scatter them 

on crown land,” Jeff Scott said. 

“You can scatter them at a conservation 
reserve provided there’s no sign posted that 
prohibits it. So if there’s not something saying 

you can’t, then you can,” he said, noting 
Bronte Provincial Park in Oakville has erected 
signs indicating scattering is permitted. 

However, it’s one of the few provincial parks 

that openly allows the disposal of human 
remains. 

Many people simply request the ashes and 
dispose of them privately, and probably 

illegally, he said. 

“It’s happening everywhere, we know exactly 
what’s happening,” he said. 

The Scotts would like to offer their customers a 
place to legally scatter their family-members’ 

ashes in Barrie but would have to buy land to 
do so. 

St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery on Sunnidale 
Road offers niches in walls or in the ground for 

urns, said Larry Meyer. 

“As Catholics, we sometimes view things very 
differently,” Meyer said. “We’re totally against 
scattering ashes. We believe cremated remains 

must remain together in an urn or in the 
ground. We treat ashes as if they’re still a 
human being. 

http://www.thebarrieexaminer.com/author/cheryl-browne


     
  

  

   
     

 

    

 
  

   
  

 
   

  

  

 
  

  

    

   

 
   

 
 

     

    
  
  

  

  
    

 

   

 
  

  
    

   

  
   
 

  
   

 
 

  
  

   

 

  
  
 

 

  
   
 

   
  

 

 
 

   

   
 

   
  

  
  

   
 

 

 

“And I see the benefit of a final resting place. 
If you scatter someone’s ashes, it’s like that 

person never existed at all.” 

People without a particular religious affiliation 
might see the ashes, which resemble broken 
bits of drywall dust, differently. 

The average human takes between one to 

three hours to cremate in a 1,000 degree 
Celsius furnace. 

They’re placed in the furnace, or retort as it’s 
called, in a plain wooden box and once they’re 

finished being cremated, are poured into a six-
inch by eight-inch cardboard box that weighs 
between two and five pounds. 

One of the busier crematoriums is the 

Innisvale Cemetery and Crematorium that has 
been rebuilt after a fire completely destroyed 
the building Dec. 24, 2015. 

There were 14 cadavers in the building at the 

time that were all carefully retrieved. 

After 11 months of working out of a trailer, 
Innisvale’s general manager Nicole 

McNaughton, is proud to show off the newly 
constructed offices and crematorium. 

Steel walls and roof, cement floors and metal 
chimneys from the three retorts ensure the fire 

– that is believed to have started in wood in 
the attic surrounding the previous chimney – 
won’t happen again. 

But McNaughton said they’ve anticipated the 

public’s request for scattering grounds and 
have built that concept into a portion of the 
26-acre property. 

McNaughton said the crematorium’s cistern ran 

dry within 15 minutes during the last fire and 
water had to be trucked in. 

When they considered building two new larger 
cisterns they discovered it was going to come 

at a cost of $100,000, she said. 

“We could never bury in one area of the land 
because it sits too close to the water table, so 
after speaking with the Nottawasaga Valley 

Conservation Authority, we decided to build a 
pond,” McNaughton said. 

The pond holds 685,000 litres of water, but 
more than that, once they’ve finished 

landscaping around its perimeter, she believes 
the area surrounding the pond will be a natural 
place to scatter ashes. 

Envisioning granite benches, a trellis and 

perhaps a gazebo, McNaughton figures 
Innisvale will offer scattering services for 
approximately $80. 

In addition to its graveyard and niches for 

urns, it also has a common burial ground for 
people who don’t wish to keep a family 
member’s ashes. 

“Some people don’t want to visit cemetery 
grounds,” she said. 

McNaughton points out Innisvale runs a 
cemetery and crematorium, and as a member 

of the Bereavement Authority of Ontario 
(BAO), has paid the required $100,000 care 
and maintenance fee required by the Ontario 

Cemeteries Act to ensure perpetual care of the 
cemetery grounds. 

“Before you can even start to consider if you’re 
going to run in-ground or scattering services, 

there are no ifs, ands or buts, you must pay 
that $100,000 fee,” she said. 

In addition to crown lands, Canadians are also 
allowed to scatter ashes over water that sits on 

crown lands, such as Lake Simcoe. 



 

 

 
 

 

         

      
   

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

 
 

  
   

 
  

 

   

  
    

 

  
  

 
 

 
 

    

 

 

 
  

 

  

 
  

 

   
    

 
   

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

Missing hunter rescued by helicopter in the Minesing Wetlands  

CTV Barrie 

March 1, 2017 

A command post is set up in the Minesing Wetlands in 

Springwater Township, Ont. on Tuesday, Feb. 28, 
2017. (Chris Garry/ CTV Barrie) 

A man who became lost while hunting was 
rescued by helicopter just west of Barrie on 
Tuesday night. 

The OPP and Springwater firefighters searched 

an area around George Johnston Road and 
Snow Valley Road. 

According to officials, the man in his 50s was 
out hunting in a small boat on Tuesday 

morning when he became lost in a flooded area 
of the wetland. 

The man’s cellphone was reportedly low on 
battery life, but he managed to attract the 

attention of search crews by using the phone’s 
flashlight. His signal was also picked up as it 
bounced off a nearby tower. 

Getting to the man was very difficult. Flooding 

throughout the wetland meant crews couldn’t 
get to him by ATV or on foot. But at 10 p.m. 

they located him. 

“Crews from CFB Trenton repelled down out of 
the chopper, put a harness on the patient; 
lifted him into the chopper,” says deputy fire 

chief Jeff French. “Doesn't happen every day 
around here, that’s for sure.” 

He was then flown to Barrie’s Royal Victoria 
Regional Health Centre to get checked out. 

The area was quiet on Wednesday, but the fast 

flowing water is a reminder of how dangerous 

conditions can be. There are 15,000 acres of 

wetlands and the Nottawasaga Valley 
Conservation Authority says people need to be 
careful especially this time of year. 

“Being lost it is easy to do because with the 

wetlands flooded it's not like going down a 
normal flowing river. You're just almost in like 
a big flooded forest lake,” says Fred Dobbs of 

the NVCA. “It's very challenging to know where 
you are in the Minesing right now.” 

Officials say this is a prime example of why 
having a fully charged phone can make all the 

difference in a search effort. 

VIEW AT 

http://barrie.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=1068568 

&binId=1.1272429&playlistPageNum=1 

An earlier segment, on CTV Barrie 

February 28, 2017, featured a comment 

from Byron Wesson, NVCA’s Director of 

Lands, Education and Stewardship 

Services 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/polopoly_fs/1.3305667.1488331269%21/httpImage/image.jpg_gen/derivatives/landscape_960/image.jpg
https://www.ctvnews.ca/polopoly_fs/1.3305667.1488331269%21/httpImage/image.jpg_gen/derivatives/landscape_960/image.jpg
http://barrie.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=1068568&binId=1.1272429&playlistPageNum=1
http://barrie.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=1068568&binId=1.1272429&playlistPageNum=1
https://www.ctvnews.ca/polopoly_fs/1.3305667.1488331269%21/httpImage/image.jpg_gen/derivatives/landscape_960/image.jpg


 
 

  
   

 
  

 

  
    

 

 

 
 

 

  

    

 

 
 

 

    

      

    

 

Rescue From the Minesing Swamp 

Ian MacLennan, Bayshore Broadcasting 
Wednesday, March 1, 2017 

Man in a small boat became lost while 
hunting. 

A helicopter was used to pluck a man from a 
small boat last night (TUES) after he became 
lost in the Minesing Swamp. 

The man, who is in his 50's, set out Tuesday 

and ended up lost in a flooded area of the 
wetland. 

Police and Springwater Township firefighters 
searched an area around Snow Valley Road 

and George Johnston Road. 

The man was able to attract the attention of 
search crews by using his cellphone's 
flashlight, and his signal was picked up off a 

tower. 

He was taken to the Barrie hospital as a 
precaution. 

Similar reports were made on other local 

radio stations, including Rock 95 FM (Barrie) 

and 107.5 Kool FM (Barrie). 
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